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EXHIBITIOIS ROOM. 



Mrs. Ponstmhyy her Son and Daugh^ 
ier, and the Eshihitor. 

Good morning, Sir, said Master 
Ponsonby ; I shall know the subject 
this mornings try me where, you. 
please* 

Mrs. Ponsonby. — Henry, Henry, 
you are too bold! Excuse him. Sir; 
he expects to exc^l his sister, for he 
has been attentively reading the hi^f- 
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2 SAMUEL AND SAUL. 

tory with which you told him you 
intended t6 proceed. 

Exhibitor. — Then my information 
has produced the desired effect : the 
young lady probably has also been 
refreshing her memory, so that I 
doubt whether Master Ponsonby's ex- 
"(l^tMaftioti wftl be ^r^iz^ed ; howevelv 
Sir, take your post, imd inform me 
what the scene represents. 

* 'Miss JP.-^]Viay I -not be indulged 
^ith the same privilege 1 Yon smile, 
^ir, dtfd 60 I shall Venture to take a 
glance, that I may witness nty bro^ 
ikw'iJprtrficieircy. 

* Hmy.—l do not see the Mses, Sir^! 

* jWb^y.— (Nor did Saul, his father 
lent liim-orlly to seek for them. 
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JEfenrjf.— WelU but I e;i^ciecl ta 
see them straying in the ieldfit^, w4 
tbye» Siaid and his^ secimil; se^ng 

venture my opinion, hmt i timk tilat 
^ul Jba« J^alMfik hk sei^imftt'ti ^Ame^ 
Mt^e iiiipffiiiHii^lortbe sei^^ai^ mil 

told %m m>t ^ st^ h» wbd on 4tb« 
jkasesi hHh^f mm^. femid : m^ aA 4bt 

l^be dmsm of IstateH Is/H nc^ ^ 
Ihee, rad ofr laSi ih^ fii^tber^ h^umi 

AJttt ¥€t«t9nMejiftiNa m% pw^;» habM% 

<9ibsii^v# Hie^ ftirti»lislu»tfti of tj^ 

f^fiiuAger, MdL ttift me wWtKer tbi^y 

B ^ 
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4 ON PRESSKTS. 

are not intended to represent Samuel 
and Saul? 

Henry. '^^YeSj without doubt they 
are, and I suppose the cook will soon 
bring the shoulder wbich Samuel de- 
signed for Saul. 

Mrs. P. — Sir, you have not noticed 
the conversation between Saul an4 his 
servant, concerning what they should 
bring to the man of God to tell thera 
their way ; as, on account of this and 
similar circumstances, I think it has 
beeh said, that the prophets of 
the Lord were a set of mercenary 
pretenders to the knowledge of fu- 
ture events, who sold their services 
to the anxious inquirer for a large 
teward, you would greatly oblige 
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me by ymsic w^tim ^n i^ m^ 

J€«3t. 

required hy Ae^ jrulas e£ -gooA tef«j^ 
iog^ t^»i ft pm^t. K ie eiren dree-* 
boQed n&ehit ralb«t4:^yii^9 tomaike 
t visit urithovt an offemag ki tbe 
barnd. Whetber it the dates er M^ 
moiids^ tbey are so much a pari af 
tbebr manners, that wi^out them an 
kilerior will never be at peace, in lua 
own mind, or think tbat he bas kolji 
ci bis suqpariar ler fa^om 0t -^is^ 
tectioli. Every oiic «give» ^at ii 
most at band, mkA faw a n^lftttpa to Im 
profession ; and those ^vAdi hn^ W 

B 3 
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6 OK VREWK1SS. 

particular profession give money. 
This custom is, perhaps, one of the 
most ancient in the world. In refe- 
rence to the reply of -Saul to his ser- 
vant, when he proposed to consult 
the prophet Samuel about the object of 
their journey, he was inclined at first to 
offer the seer, (who was at the same 
time the chief magistrate in Israel,) 
a piece of bread, till he recollected 
that it was all spent, and then agreed 
to present him with " the fourth part 
of a shekel of silver,'" in value about 
sixpence. It could not therefore be 
their design to purchase his services^ 
but merely to show him that cus* 
tomary mark of respect to which he 
yrw entitled. 
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ON PRfiSBNM. 7 

Mrs. P,"Your explanation^ Sir, 
much obliges me. Now, Henry^ 
pertiaps you can proceed a little 
further with the history. 

Ifenry.-r-YeSj Mamm^, I think I 
can,--rit was not seeing the asses that 
put me out. Samuel afterwards 
anointed Saul to be captain over the 
people of Israel, and gave him seve- 
ral signs, whereby, when they came 
to pass, he might conclude that the 
declaration of Samuel concerning him 
would also be fulfilled — and as soon 
as Saul went from Samuel, God gave 
him a new heart. 

JS*\— Pretty well. Sir ; but is it per- 
fectly correct, Miss 2 
JI/wP.-^Not quite, Sir; I think 
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S RBM ABMi "Oir ^ mismr heart. 

die pmpfaffi «»d unte Sftul, AuA thon 
fi)>»H be tttmed iDtoiontttJbman. 

j|e9fry...^Well, d«6 not that nifen^ 
thou shall beeeme a b0w moml on 
that thoii^halt ^bairo a new lieart? 

ili^Fr--4Peiika|Msm^fito9tlief ; lot 
fhe^Qgk I am nn^ emiipeteift to expkun 
the differanee, yet I remember^ tihaA 
when we read thi» history to Papa, 
he told US, that Saul might be turned 
into anodier man, or have an&ther 
heart, without having a new one, or 
being benefited by the circumstance; 
and Papa told us, if he were to ex- 
change our atlas for another, that 
might not be to our advantage. 

Mrs. iV:— Will you, ^r, have the 
goodness to favour Biy scmand daugh- 
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HEMARKg ON A NBW HEART. 9 

ter with your opinion on this ques- 
tion ? 

'* Ex. — ^Most readily. Madam; but 
I have little to add to their parent's 
instructive remark. Perhaps, Miss, 
your Papa intended you should not 
duly consider, that if he were to give 
you an atlas equally defective as that 
vrhich you have already, you would 
not be benefited by the exchange; 
but if^ instead of an imperfect atlas, 
lie were to give you a new one, cor- 
rect both in letter press and geogra- 
phical delineation, would you not 
then be benefited thereby ? 

Master P. "^Withont doubt we 
should ; but what has that to do with 
the heart ? 
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to mu^Mmm m a miv hbjmki^ 



Ex.- 

between a new and another hearts 
Fox tke Ixmxt of wmx is entirely 
blurred wkh de]^vky, alid that 
priiQciple 'Of love to: QeA hf whtte^ 
lie wa» «aagiiially a^tvalted, ain hn 
aVsolnteiy ^estroy^d. Thia b^hg 
tbe ;c«8e witb er^ery ia^vyiital 4if the 
posterity of Adant^ weve ift possSAe 
to exchange the heart «l one ntm 
Dor thai of aaotker^ ho advaotage 
could poaaifaify tesok 4tereltoi». BiKS 
en tjbe KBIT heart whidb the LesB gtY«« 
imto Ua peofAe^ he. in^ii^Iy insiH^SMs 
his law^ BxA hsplaats themtt IdYe tb 
GmA and love to raan. And k ii by 
tibe ofieKatiNMa of Ihit priae%>lej that 
old things are passed away^ alLthia^ 
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frectiBie new ; lieoee the si4)}ect'of this 
iifrvalnable favour is denommated ft 
NEW cfRBATtJRE. Having thus, MadatB, 
attended to yottr request, I will only 
add, a1 thongh tiiese observfttien^ nmf 
not at present be ftilly understood by 
my 'Visitors, I earnestly hope, the 
Creator of the new-born soul will, in 
his own^duetime, make them personal- 
ly acqiaaiitted with'the impoi^ant fact. 
Will you, Sfe, favour me now with 
your opinion of the representation ? 
• Master P*.-^! suppose it aRudes to 
sotmetfaing concerning Saul:; if so, 
and your artist has executed the de- 
Sign in a masterly manner, I think f 
shall. O it is very well; this is 
another meeting of Samwl and^ul : 
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12 8AUI.'S TRANSaRBSSION*. 

I know it by the army, the sheep and 
oxen ; and especially by the couu* 
tenance and gesture of Samuel*. 

Miss P. — That is expressive of 
great indignation : how the prophet 
turns away from the king I 

.Henry.— -And he in vain strives tq 
stop him ; absolutely he has torn the 
skirt of Samuel's mantle, I think, 
Sir^ your automata will frequently 
require new cloathing, if they so 
closely imitate the transactions which 
they are intended to represent. It 
certainly is exceedingly well per- 
formed ; but it would be life itself, if 
your ventriloquist were permitted tq 
mention the denunciation of Samuel 
against Saul. 
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TUB DBATH OF AGAOw 13 

iSa?. — I hope, Sir, that you will 
{»rove your knowledge of the subject, 
by favouring roe with your assistance ? 

/fctiry.— I accept the office with 
{Measure : Samuel told Saul, that the 
kingdom of Israel should be rent from 
him, and given io a better man thaa 
himself. 

Ex. — Though you have taken a 
lijLtle liberty with the version, it is 
very well. Will you oblige me by 
proceeding. 

JEfeiry .---Willingly : but then. Sir, 
you must put the figures in motion. 

Miss P. — ^They have already begun ! 
See how Agag comes mincingly to- 
%falrds the prophet. 

Henry. — And I suppose, that at the 

VOL. III. c 
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memeiit^hicfa tbifi soei^ry represeiits^ 
the fts little tbou^t abeiit death m 
the awtcmiata do nonir. 

JIfm P. — Thd cxoimteiianee <tf the 
Hgure does miA indicate fear, nbr 
does Scripture menticm it. Howe'Pei^ 
though Agag was frFei^iiiptuoucr, 
Samuel was faithful, and the dffieiidk 
4ng Amalekite was slain. Par though 
Mr. DaTeapoii has drop^d the omv 
tain, Ik) prevent (I suppose) 'Oar bmrg 
pained with a view of hisi exec^tioq^ 
yet Scripture ^ipi^lares, that ^niuel 
hewed Agag in pieces befoie tfae 
Loid. 

ilfr^.P^-«TkisIthiKik,:Sir,is a moitt; 
excellent method ^f piroeeeding. The 
memory of ^eacii Ibeing esercisedy 
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w^e iK^h maiiiA is ex|^kitiii|g the 

£e.— Yoa tib(»]^lit» Madam, t^ 
the young gentleman inm^ tttluHr tooi 
brid ill givifl^ me tlie ^haSkenge; 
ttoirerer, %e faftar iiUy prenred ^ 
ayiity ta auflnrev it. Berba|HB> Sir; 
f^ci will BBiri^ the Ibrtheir aeeattiC 
<ff tbis mrae. 

Sor, aoA ithtfe k «ow oofy a efotmn ! 
tf yon id#iM0it fa^foiir lae either wi&, 
«»toBttta 4>r pmi^Mg, horn m it to 
lie «o^p€iMd ikat I ^ti^ proceed 4mh 
rectly 'J 

^v«-P0rfeetly welU Sir, by the 
iMflp of irhaf is Itr bettor, your mm^ 
tal repo6J!lory« . 

C 2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



16 TUB DEATH OF ACUiO* 

Mrs, P. — Come, Henry, I see yo* 
are not much intimidated, nan*ate the 
history and give this additional proof 
of your attention. 

Henry. — Most readily. Mamma, 
After the death of Agag, Samuel left 
ihe king, and came no :more to &tst 
liim, until the day of his death. Now, 
Sir, liaving closed this^cene, I think 
jny sister should take the next. 
. JSr. — ^Perhaps Miss Ponsonby will 
favour me v^ith the subsequent his* 
tory of Saul, and then! v^ill call 
iipon you to name the succeeding 
one. 

Miss P. — ^Do you wish me. Sir, to 
confine the narration to Saul, or con^ 
bine it with the history of David ?- 
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Ea^.-^ shcnddl prefer tile feniira. 

laentioB, fkiit BiBer Dftvkl's imttory 
crrer Golialh, Ssnl beesKie very jeft- 
loos of liim ; and was so exceedm^y 
inveterate, that he had neaif y k^led 
liis son Jonathan, for havings per- 
mitted David to escape the evfl he 
designed against him. So great was 
iiis rage, that, by the hands of Doeg 
the Edomite, he slew many of the 
IiOrd*s priests, because one of them 
liad given some victuals and the 
sword of Goliath to David. He aftei> 
wards pursued him from place to 
place, determined to slay the man 
whom he feared would finally occupy 
the throne which be then filled, 
c 3 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



18 ^AVh AND T118 WITCH* 

M^* — ^Thank you, Miss. Now, Sir, 
please to proceed according to your 
challenge ; name the scene, . and, by 
.way of explanation, relate the ac- 
count which gave rise to what it 
represents. 

Miss P. aad her brother having 
looked into the Camera, Henry said, 
I do not see any thing here to guide 
my judgment. It is all darkness. I 
might suppose it was a den for lions, 
only that would not relate to the 
present subject ; and if it did, I could 
.not see the prophet. 

Miss P. — ^But you may see a hag- 
gard looking woman sitting with her 
elbows on her knees, and her long 
chin $upported by her hands. Do 
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SAUL AND THE WITCH. 19 

-you not perceive her turning her head 
this way "i 

' Henry.^—Yes^ I do ! What sunken 
eyes! What a nose] This is cer- 
.tainly intended for the witch of En- 
dor. It is ! The door opens. Saul 
•enters; I know him by his height; 
,he looks almost as dull as the witch; 
his companions follow him; he speaks 
.to the old woman — I suppose, about 
Samuel. The witch appears fright- 
ened—she shrieks — up comes the 
ghost ! Down falls Saul ! Well done, 
ventriloquist! Well done, automata! 
And well done, Henry (said his 
sister). I am quite pleased with the 
•progress which you have made; and 
as 1 shall now comply with your re- 
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9D ^maih ah^ i^m wwcHf. 

iqfECBst, iifSfjiem uikmA me your ssHsist- 
ance. 

JSx^ — 1^ no ; proceed both to i;he 
-Camefa. It k not to excel eadii 
oHier, hot to obtain improvemeiit, 
that yoaiioBOfiDr my scenes i/rith 
attention ;^'^have the goodness to 
press your opimen spontaneous, 
ijrithout waiting^ for each oth^r. 

Mrs« Fonsonby added, but, Henry, 
yon have not quite concluded the 
history of SauL What happened to 
him after he left the cave ? 

Henry. — ^He joined his army, was 
wounded, overcome by the Philis- 
tines, and so extremely distressed <m 
account of his situation, that he re- 
quested his armour-bearer to slay him. 
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THK APPARITION OF 9AMUBU 21 

Cta his refasiqg, Saul fell on his own 
^word and died. When the Philis* 
tines came to strip the slain, they 
found his corpse^ cut off his head^ 
stripped off bis armour, put it into 
the house of their idol, and fastened 
his body to a wall. 
. JBi;.— Now, Madam, I think your 
son has completed his account of Saul 
yrith great accuracy. 

Mr^. P. — I think he has- Will you 
oblige me, Sir, with your opinion 
ponceming the apparition which Saul 
saw in the cave. 

Ex. — We have no certainty that 
Saul saw any apparition ; some think 
there might be no appearance at all, 
but merely a voice, and the form only 
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f2 THB AFPAIOTION 09 SAMITSL:' 

ft pretMiee of the witck W^ eftiittdt 
believe there w^^ any tUmg here, bM 
Satan m the tikeness ef Samit^l. Thift 
Itkeoess, and a pretence to be Safluiely 
was the reason of bis beii^ s^ eatied« 
Samnel bftd not to ascend ontc^tbe 
earth, as this speeire did, bfit td 
come ^own fromheaven* It is ab- 
surd to imagtne that God would raise 
one from the dead to answer SiauF, 
w)fen he refused to answer Irim by 
more comrnon methods ; dbsurd to 
suppose a glorified, saint aubject to 
infernal enchantments ; or that God 
would do any thing tending to honour 
diaboKc arts. Nothing in the history 
evinces the spectre to be a prophet. 
He pretends, that Samuef, inliis glo* 
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m&&i sbA&^ ioA been dtsqu^ed by 
^^I. He pretends, tib»£ &ml, ^e^d 
itts sons in. ^enerali fi^uld t)B the 
morrow be with him ; whoseas two of 
his sons, Jjanopi ariiud Mesplnboahet^ 
iwei loiig v^ietr and wei^e hashed by 
%he Gibcroiiite8;.ffnd:l8hbdi^ih lived 
Beteral years. Nor can twr believe^ 
^at wicked Sad and §^ly Jonafhan 
could be ever togethei^ witih tihis^apec^ 
tre in a'fntwe atete. Ifow, .Madmn, I 
shaH proeeedr witktrying the^^cdlke- 
fionof ray young ifsisitdisednceim«g 
some circumstances in the life ci a 
^ery difennt ehamcter. 

Miss P.«=J-r©o you ^meibi JDairid, 
Sir'? I expected you would* 

Hemy^^JktiA 1 suppoa^, ^isBt&ty you 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



24 DaVjd^s designation 

thought that you should be asked 
some questions about it, and are pre- 
pared accordingly. I hope, Sir, you. 
will not disappoint her. 

JEjt. — ^I certainly shall not, Sir ; but, 
from the proof of attention which you: 
have already given, I imagine you 
can inform me, who was the father of 
David ; where, and by whom, he wad 
anointed kingi 

Henry. — ^But where is the scene. 
Sir? May I not be &voured with a 
iriew of that, before I reply to so 
many questions? 

-Er.— Oblige me. Sir, by answering 
my inquiries without any of my as* 
sistance. 

Henry. — O, Sir, I had no expecta- 
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It) THE THRONB. 2S 

tion of this. Sister, do you reply ; I 
see you are \vaiting. 

I think, Sir, said Miss P. that Jess6 
the Beth-lehemite was the father of 
David : that Samuel, agreeably to 
divine command, went to Beth-lehem, 
andr there^ anointed David to be 
king. 

JEr. — ^Perhaps, Miss, you can also 
inform me, how he came to be intro- 
duced to Saul. 

ATi^s P. — ^Saul being troubled with 
an evil spirit, and hearing that David 
was a skilful performer on the harp, 
and a very vatfant man, he sent and 
requested Jesse to take him from the 
sheep-fold, and permit his son to stand 
before him. Jesse complied with 

VOL. HI. D 
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96 DAYId!s ^N^ROIWCSXON 

Saiil%» itequest^ ^David J^ecame his ar^ 
mour-bearer, and when the evil spirit 
was upon Saul he .played upon liis 
liarp; Saul -was re&eshed, aadtheevil 
apiiit departed: 

HeAr^.--^ was light. Sister ; I am 
eertaki^you could not go on Aus 
without previous preparation. 

Miss P. — ^Not immediately forithe 
.present occasion; though it is trae, 
that the history has fceiguently af- 
ifordedttie much ;pleasure. 

JEt.-^Now, • Sir, as yotir sister has 
.akeady ^ mentioned* by w4iat means 
.'DaYid was iatroduced to SauU will 
you proceed, by naming the means 
' whereby he waff hcaught .to the atten- 
tion of die hosts of Israel ? 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



*e SAUL, 27 

Henry i — I fear I caBBOt do that ac* 
curately ; however, I recdUect ttiat 
hisfather seat him with a pi^^sent to 
liiS'brethreiH wllq were kitbe army; 
and^ while he wasr eon^nikig w^A 
them, Goliatli etaie upoot 0P tSie 
wtniesof tlieFliilistkies^; l^at bede:. 
fied the hosi of &raet ; and when the 
mm of I«ra^f «aw liie giant they fled 
from him in fear. 

j&Ir.-f^iEteejBaely well ; d0^ not be 

Henry. — If you woiid^ h»«%votir 
me, Siiv wilii a msw ei tite $cene, I 
tliink I^emdd fsoceed, ajud even yet 
Aififil my es^agimieiiA. 

Ea:.r^lben^ Sir^ ik is i* your eer^ 
vice; inhabit me with the alti^ion^ 
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and the manner in yrhich the subject 
IS represented. 

Hetjiry^—Oi thi? is pretty clear. 
Two mountains, separated by a yal- 
ley ; on either side of it is represented 
an army in full airay* A ruddy youtk 
is seen passing from tent to tent. He 
is introduced to a superior officer, who 
is very tall ; is not that figure meant 
for Saul, Sir 1 

Ecc. — ^You are right; but who is the 
other, and what is the subject of their 
conversation % 

Henry. — ^The youth is certainly 
intended for David, and we may sup« 
pose that he is telling Saul about the 
lion and the bear, for he appears 
deeply interested. Surely I am right. 
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ias: Said pnte an :twlQ»t en Us hfistf, 
and arms fcim w&k a croot erf! bobS. 
^Bat, I^EOUgh ttorw en mSHtmire^ he 
»0ire& vei^ awkwardly. 

il//,$;^ P. — ^1^ wipffi^r at tbat, Aki»- 
fber ; yati know that he had not been 
'tised to suph acco«ifFeHH?itt. 

-Hfefiry.— Whether I recollect it oi- 
not, the mechanist did not forget it, 
when he prepared this scene; for 
now David's representatiye puts c^ 
the armour, lays down the sword, 
takes up his staff, steps to the adja- 
cent brook and selects a few stones 
from the running stream. See, Sister, 
how the water trickles between his 
fingers as he tosses up the pebbles, 
and then puts them into his pouch, 

D 3 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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while his sling dangles at his side. 
Observe haw fearlessly he proceeds 
towards the Philistine. The giant 
views the undaunted youth with con- 
tempt, and I. imagine, from the vio- 
lence of his action, that he salutes 
him with imprecations ; while David 
eyes him with majestic composure, 
and, confident of victory, seems to 
denounce the destruction of his foe ! 
I wish I could recollect his noble 
declaration. 

E^. — I will assist your memory, 
Sir. David's language was that of 
faith, in the exercise of which he said 
to the proud Philistine, " Thou com- 
est to me with a sword, and with a 
spear, and with a shield: but I come 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



; DAVID AND GOLIATH. i9SL 

to thee in the name of the Lord ^f 
hosts, the God of the armies of Isme|» 
^hom thou hast defied. This day 
. will the Lord deliver thee into mi^ 
. hand 5 and I witi smite the^, and take 
thine head from thee j and I will giv^e 
; the carcases of the host pf the.PhiUf- 
tines this d^yr jpto the fpwls; of thip 
. air, and to tStib wild beisists ,Qf th^ 
earthy that all the earth may know 
that there js a God in Israel. And all 
this assem^Hy shall know thj^t the 
Lord savetl\ not with sWord and 
spqar : for the baittle is the I^oiid'i^, 
and he will give you iBftq pur b«nds**;j 
^. , jyewrjf.^If.I am not mia^aken^ Sir,: 
^ you have given your mechanist full 
instructions pn this subject ; great 
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^mlbittlioR txK»rked the countenaiic^ 
f<^tlie figiire ^wliile ymi tmrnted Whttt 
lie' wa9 supposed to be speaking, and 
%o# BtovM proceeds to fulfil bis pro- 
*tilise : assured of yietory, be deli- 
berately takes from the bag thecbosen 
*^bble^, and with composure adjusts 
"it in hissing! What a^. countenance! 
J^oira ftuity eyes fixed on the Phi- 
listine, the youth stoops as if to take 
tiis aim with greater certainty — ^He 
rises, and whirling the sling above 
'liis head, springs forward, and in- 
stantly transmits its contents into the 
forehead of his antagonist. Down 
falls the tremendous carcass, on 
which the valiant youth now stands — 
and. with the giant's sword takes 
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from his prostrate body its (wormpu^. 
head. 

Mrs. P. — ^You have pleased m^ 
very much, Hetiiy, not merely io 
having described the scene-with some 
degree of accuracy, but ajso, by re- 
coU^ting so vcmk qX" Xhs. history 

which it represents 

Uenry.—Yoxxr appmval, Mamtnit; 
affbrds me much pleasure, and I wiS 
immediately endeavour to gjve fuii. 
ther proof that I have not been ini 
attentive to your directions. * 

The young people look into the 
Camera, and Mrs, Ponsonhy destrei 
her son to mention what he observes. 

Henry.— Uer^ is a very magni^ 
ficent apartment, and two personi 
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icoaversiiig togetHer, one of tbiem m 
long robes, — I suppose he is intended 
io represent a priest ; the other hear- 
kens to him with attention, and seems 
to answer with great emotion. 

Mrs. jP:— ^Cannot you infonn .n^ 
yhom they represent, and what i& 
the subject of their coaveraatiqn ? 

M^nry.'-^l must ackaewledgse' that 
^^i|.her know one ortheother: r^eaUy 
X idiould like the £x)iibition: much 
l^etter,^ tf either the figuces would 
jBpeak as welllus act,, or that this^good 
'yfUltleman^ would permit his mair to 
|[peak for thenx* 

Ex. — ^Sir, I am always willing to 
f^plaip the.sqene to. my visitois, if 
|U)ae of the cooipany can discover tlm 
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allusioQ; bull am perauftded. tlmi W 
xiot no\^ the ca^e : peirhaps, Mint^j^ii 
yrill dome the fayeurHo rpplyrt^ 
your Mamma's inquiries. . 

Mm £*—^l£ I do not misiaki?) Sir; 
Ibis scene is.a representation of ,fi|^ 
David and the prophet Na^tfaan; f the; 
subject, the parable of the^ewe lomln^ 
The prophet stretcher out ^hisi^^jkand^ 
and> from the solemn maiuter in ^vhicli 
he appears to deliver his, , mesMgc^" 
^you may imagine thajt y!0U hear hiifi 
jsay unto David "Thoa art rthe man^*) 
Penitential sorrow marks the cdU]^\ 
tenance of the King, nhiie he/cps- 
fesses,,! have sinned ag^in^tvthe Lord* 
The .pfophet .immediately replii^. 
The Lord also hath ptit awayitibj j^ 
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* tfenry.— My dear sister, you have 
%o fully proved your superior know- 
fedge, thai I tnust request y6u to ex- 
plain the future scenes. 
<■'" Miss P. — ^No, we will proceed to- 
^tether; yba relate what you know, 
^ttd where you fail, (if in my power) 
'I will readily assist you. 
< Mrs. P. — ^Very well, my dears, let 
^our respective talents be ever at 
"^«ch other's service: thus you increase 
that' mutual affection which I hope 
does, and ever will, subsist between 
^you. Will you oblige them. Sir, 
"^ith another scene? 

£r^— Certainly, Madam ; I wasi at- 
tending to your remarks ; h^^w dif- 
ferent to what I sometimes hear ! Too 
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frequently young persons are almost 
tapght to pride themselves over those 
whose attainments are not fully equal 
to their own, hut 1 hope the good itv- 
s.triiction that Miss Ponsonby and' her 
brother receive, will prevent, conduct 
so extremely unbecoming. The Ca- 
mera is now furnished with a.not}i^ 
scene* 

Henry. — -Tiris represents a spa-^ 
cidus^ inner chamber : I almost think 
it is King David at his private devor 
tions; for it is much like him that 
v?e have just beheld, only here he 
appears greatly agitated — he lies 
prostrate on: the, floor — several vene- 
rable persons entfer; they exposr 
tulate with him, as if entreating him 

VOL. III. B 
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to rise—his actions indicate that he 
wishes them to retire— one of them in 
vain attempts to mise him, he cotf- 
tinues oii the ground in great distreisfs 
— ^they teave the chamber— <5an yoti 
inform me whiat this meieiiis, Sistca?? 

Mss. P. — i think I can ; but I hiad 
rather you would proceed with youir 
relation before I offer my opinielr. 

Henry. — ^The scene is altered ; the 
iame figure is yet on the flool^^ but 
-6ther attendants are stedfast4y oEk 
^rving \mk — they whisper ta eacfc 
iofther—- he addFessesthem— they reply 
^^his agitation subsidess and he rises 
^l^ectty composed. Now, IKsteiV 
i^hat do you sa^y % 

Jf&«P>-That this^ represents Dfe* 
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OF THE SK^fClfBSS OF HIS fiHlLD. 30 

vidimourning for the sickness of his 
child, and refusing the consolation of 
his friends ; butbeiqg informed by his 
attendants that Jthe child was dead^.: 
fa^ ,wprship§ God, and boji^s with re- 
s^nf^tion^to bis^ holy wilL , 

^.•"^^trenaely v^ll^ Mi$s. I hopct^^ 
Sir, that you will again give ypur. 
sister the q|^poctunity of e:splaining 
your observations. ^ 

Menrgi-^-O^thisis entirely different 
f|^i^ the former* What a. multitude, 
of people ar^e lassembled! I parti- 
cyalarly notice a body of armed me^:;. 
their captain k a^Qcosted by one of 
^17 s^p^rlorfappearanicie; they con-, 
yersei the wjjole company cross »^ 
SflpaU broo^^appajrently in. dwip afilic-; 

£ 2 
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tioii : to what can all this allude? 
Sister, infonn me. 

Miss P.—¥eYmii me first to hear a 
little more about the scene. 

Henri/. — ^There is now a company 
of priests returning the way they 
eame, carrying back the ark with 
them. 

Miss P. — I 'begin to .discover the 
allusion, but proceed. 

fiewry.— That man of noble mien, 
whom I have already noticed, appears 
in deep distress; with his head co* 
vered and his feet bare he ascends 
the hill, followed by the whole com- 
pany ; on amving at the summit, he 
is represented in the act of worship. 
He rises from his knees, addresses a 
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ireaerable man, ^^ose eoat is reati 
ftn^^^^h' upon his head,^aiid who, .at 
the dtrectioii of his sup^iw^ learv^es 
him and foUos^s the piiests, who pre«9^ 
vioaslyiretuvned the way they came*. 

MrsSP.^-^Very well, Henry, jfow^ 
my dear, do you explain what yoAr 
brother has descrihed. 

Miss'P.--^l think it is king David'si 
flight from Jerusalem, in consequence 
ef the rebellion of his son Sblomoni! 
liie firet conversation which my 
brother noticed, I imagine was be** 
tween the king and Ittai the Gittite, 
whom, at his earnest entreaties, David 
permitted to accompany him. Those 
Who returned, I believe were the 
priests, 'to whom David' had said, 

£3 
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*• CaiTy back the ark of God into the 
city : if I shall find favour in the eyes 
of the Lord, he will bring me again^ 
and shew me both it^ and his habi- 
tation. But if he thus say, I have no 
delight in thee, let him do to me as 
seemeth good unto him." The hill 
which you noticed, without doubt re- 
presented Mount Olivet, where David 
worshipped God^ and directed his 
friend, whose name I do not recollect, 
to return also to Jerusalem, in the 
hope that, agreeably to his prayer, 
the Lord would turn the counsel of 
Ahithophel into foolishness. 

Mrs. P.— Very well ; it affords me 
great pleasure to find that you so well 
recollect v^at you have read. 
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jEr.— Permit me. Madam, to add, 
I am persuaded that which aSbrds 
you present satisfaction, will, no 
doubt, prove of future advantage to 
the young lady. Now, Sir, will you 
attend to your sister's description, or 
will you proceed with youre ? 

Henry.— I too am so well pleased 
with my sister's explanation, that I 
will readily proceed to give more 
scope to her recollection. The figure 
which represents king David, now de- 
scends the hill, surrounded by the 
people in general, and especially by 
many armed men: as they proceed 
along the road, there appears an 
angry looking man on the hill side, 
who, though I cannot hear him, seems 
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tb'be vociiemtingjirast Yiolehtly^and 
throwing stones. at the \tkiog and hii 
company!/ 

Miss P.-^Thsi is Shimeiyihe.B^]^ 
jamite. 

. Henri/. — ^N^kwUh^odisg youseem 
so well acquainted with him, I thmk 
he is BO favourite <rf yoiirs ; he is a 
most malignant lookiag ifellow. 

Miss P. — ^He will be paid for all 
his bad tricks by --and-by. 

Henry. — ^Many of the armed me» 
Appear to be requesiting the king's 
permission to slay that angry inan ; 
but I perceive he does not permit 
^em« 

» Miss P. — No, no, he will not. 
€k}od David too keenly felt the re- 
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bellion of Absalom, to be much moved 
by Shimei's undesei*ved abuse. O 
the sc^ne is closed. 

Henry. — ^Buthere is .another. The 
distant country is covered with the 
contending armies. The vanquished 
flee into a wood, are pursued. by :tbe 
victors, become entangled among the 
trees, and are beaten down with great 
destruction. A mule running away 
furiously, leaves its rider hanging 
between the thick boughs of a great 
oak. Surely this niiist be Absalom ! 

JEr. — ^You are right. Sir ; but what 
follows ? 

jHenry.— I think he was killed, but 
I will look ito your -scene. O .here 
comes one :of the captains ; he soon 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



46 \ BBA9H Of ABSALmi. 

dispatches the pendant youth— >a very 
summaiy way of proceeding, but rl 
suppose it is according to the laws of - 
war. His men take down the body, 
a'npd unceremoniously coter lit with a 
fabap of stane& 

Jlfr^.jP.-^My dear Henry, how can; 
you describe with such -le^Yity so mo-^^ 
Itoeiholy a scene 1 

i£fmry«-- -O, Mamma^ you know it 
is only the repreaentation that I am: 
describing. 

Jdrs. JP.-r-That is true ; but then it^ 
should lead you. to think on the e^mit 
which IS thus brought to your recoU 
IteficHi, and reflect oH the awful 
death (hat befel Absalotn, in conse- 
queoce of bis irebellion against his 
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falber. I am gla4: you remembeoedL 
tke luatory, aod I hope 3^u vriil cou- 
^der the aioral it iacUleates-— duty to 
God s^d ob^ienee to pareiita* 

Henry. — I am oUiged to yoH, 
:Mafmmaf ; I will eadeavour to da so. 
Having beea so saacessfal with th4^ 
pireeediiig, seeiie^ I will vefituire to 
enamioe the preaeaat ; I have bo idea 
what thia eaa meaa. The view is 
jrural : m the focegrouftd an exteasiiire 
.aad smooth, area; dieaves of corn are 
spread oa it m a circDla^ aiaPBeitj 
aver wfakb twaoxeo^ yoked tf^ethek^ 
<are diiawii^ a maii^ seated ifi aiutDr 
Jberiag BiacU»t0; a&d tm^tiier sraa^ 
s»ith affM^kr 18 tktowiagthe straw iM» 
Ike widdl;e «l Uie tipg y sAirely tkw 
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cannot be intended foi^' thresh tng^ J 
I have seen- that performed by tvro 
ihen in a barn, beating the corn with 
their flails, but T never saw any thing 
like this before. 

Ex. — ^Perhaps you have not, Sir ; 
it represents the manner of threshing 
in the East. They used oxen, as th^ 
ancients did, to beat out their corn^, 
by trait) pling upon the sheaves, and 
dragging after them a clumsy ma- 
chine. This machine is not, as in Ara- 
bia, a stone cylinder, nor a plank with 
sharp stones, as in Syria ; but a sort 
of sledge, consisting of three rollers^ 
fitted with irons, which turn upon 
axles'. A farmer selects ai level spot 
in his fields, and has his com carried 
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thither ia sheaves, upon asses oi' 
dromedaries. Two! oxen are- then 
yoked in a sledge^.a driver gets upon 
it; and drives them backwards and 
.forwards (rather in a circle) upon the 
sheaves, and fresh oxen succeed in 
the yoke, from time to time.. By this 
cfperatiour the chaff is very much cut 
do:wn; the whole is then, winnowed, 
and the pure grain thus separated. 
Now; Sir, you will ple^e to proceed. 

Hevtry. — ^I Uiink, my sister had bet- 
ter do that, as she can explain the 
meaniog while I observe the repre** 
sentation.: 

Mrs. /?.:— Henry, you are idle ; my 
dear, oblige your brother. 

ilfm;P.— My brother's inquiries^ 

VOL, III. F 
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I perceive^ have giyen IVfr. Daifenpwt 
an opportunity to change the scene. 
I thought it was^ the threshing fibor 
of Araunah ; but now I know it fb be 
«o, for that worthy farmer is'here re^ 
presented meeting king David and his 
.servants.. He bows hhnself before the 
Jung, with his face to the ground; 
they Gonvevse/I imagine, concerhing 
ihe oxen for burnt sacrifieie. These 
and other tililigs did Araunah, as 
a king, oiFer to the kmg^; but as 
ecfiptuve declares, so the scene re^ 
presents: ^^ David bought the thresh^ 
ing floor and the oxen, and built th^n^ 
an altar unto the XCMRD^ and od^ed 
burnt-oiferiags and peace^ffisrifigs : 
so the Lord waa^ in^eateS for the 
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laoidvWd the pl^gpe was stayed iram 

, ifcfr^. JR. — Now,, Hemy, as your sis-, 
t^r so jreadily obliged you, Ithmk yoo; 
must again try your xeeolleotioiu 

Master P. {having looked into ike. 
Camera^ r^ied-^-^o^ JVfamma, I do 
not know what t\m ifik Skter, per-^ 
Mp? you dp:} come, e&plain it. I; 
l^bpw y pu have ao objection ito oblige . 
jQur brotbei*, especially as it will; 
afford you another opportunity of dis- 
playing: the Jknowledge which you: 
have ^assiduou^ljf acquired. 

.il/r^.P.— »Henry, I will not allow 
you to make such aireflection; youi^; 
idster does Dot intend to display, but) 
to oblige. 
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Henry.— 1 am ever ready no ac- 
knowledge Amelia's attention, but 
I .may, perhaps, be permitted to sup- 
pose, that she feels no great objec- 
tion to the just acknowledgment of 
lier superior powers. 

Miss P. smiles, and, looking into tire 
Camera, says, my very polite 'brother, 
you should have dfescribed this apart- 
ment of royalty, which if I be not 
greatly mistaken, represertts the good 
old king upon his dying bed.— A 
majestic 'female elegantly attired, 
does obeisance to, and addresses the 
aged monarch, — ^this I suppose is 
Bathsheba; no sooner has she con- 
cluded, than Nathan the prophet en- 
ters and the queen retires. — ^The king 
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hearkens attentiicely to' his f aithfol 
adviseF**-Baihsheba is recalled; she 
hesaars with 'satisfaction tbe king's de-* 
temunation, that Solomon her son. 
sfamdd ^uexieed him; she bows with 
lier face to the earth, does him reve- 
resice, and offers an ardent suppli- 
cation Tor theetemal felicity of her 
lord. Agreeably to Nathan's advice, 
Bathsheba raTodrms the king of the 
usurpation of Adonijah* The pro* 
l&et inquires, whether it has taken 
place by the king's consent, and the 
aged monarch, according to his pro- 
0»se made to Bathsheba, immediately 
commands Zadok and Nathan to 
anoint Solomon king over IsraeL 
.iEx^ — ^Notwithstanding your bro-- 
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thers remai'k, Miss, I must confess 
that the great facility with which you. 
explain my scenes, while itevidenxas 
your knowledge of the Scriptures, 
does honour to my Exhibition, and for 
which I feel myself greatly obliged. 

Mrs. P. — ^]VIr. Davenport, I fear 
your commendations will make my 
daughter vain. 

Ex.^—1 rather hope, Madam, that 
what I have taken the liberty to men*- 
tion, will have no such tendency, but 
rather induce the young lady to con- 
tinue to search the Scriptures. The 
sacred volume will well reward the 
closest study ; attentive readers will 
derive therefrom, both pleasure and 
advantage. It will open to their 
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vieWithe general history of man— -the 
transient nature of the prosperity of 
Uie vricked, und the necessity of 
watchfulness in the most upright. 
ITiey will perceive, that, notwith-? 
standing the Father of Mercies will 
pardon the transgression of those 
who with genuine repentance ac- 
knowledge their iniquities, and re- 
quest forgiveness in the Redeemer's 
name ; yet it is equally certain, that 
sin shall not go unpunished. The 
scenes which have just been noticed, 
authorize these observations. Saul 
and David were successively ap- 
pointed to the throne of Israel. Saul 
Soon transgressed ; when charged with 
his offence he acknowledged his sin. 
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hut prevm-tcated with the pitiphat^ 
C5rimB, hypocrisy, a«d misery fd-r 
lowed. each other in: rapid ^si:^c^^«ic«ifc: 
and constitute the geaeral oatiine x)£ 
ihis man's life: his d^ith was. awful,.' 
for it is evident he died under the 
dkpleasure of God. David was ak4> 
taken from a comparatively lowsitua-- 
tion, to occupy the post to whkh he 
was afterwards exalted^and the recol- 
lection ^thereof made an indelible ii»- 
piression upon his mind. His early 
life was chequered with a succession 
df dangers, in all which he expe* 
r4enced the divine protection. Whil^ 
he walked with God in the exercise 
of faith, his ccmsciehce was so truly 
tender, that when the liord delivered 
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his enemy into his hand, his heart 
smcfte him for having cut off the skirt 
of his coat. However, in an unguarded 
hour'hefell: when charged with his 
offence he did not prevaricate, but 
wifh genuine contriiien acknowledged 
his crime. 'Mercy .was immediately 
declared to the penitent, and judg- 
ment pronounced on his sin ; showing, 
that aUhough the Lord will not cast 
eff bis people, nor remove his loving 
kindness from them, yet he will visit 
Aeir transgressions with {he rod, and 
their iniquity with stripes. This is 
fully verified in the history of David. 
From his:faU tohis dying hour he was 
the subject of deep affliction. 'The 
child for whom he made earnest supi^ 
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pUcAtion WI& SDatcbsed f^ his em-* 
brace; shortly afterwards he wras^ 
dciyen from the throne by the reheK 
lion of his son— he was fcin'sed by 
Shimei, his heart was nearly hrokmi, 
by the:death of Absalom, and thejre*^ 
pdsie of his dying bed was disturbed: 
by Addnijah's presumption. These 
yarious strdses irom a fatherly 
baad,;fully evince that an holy Go^ 
will punish sin on u^homsoever ftmndU 
In his last hours David) with lioly .Con^ 
Menee declared, although my house 
he not so with God^ yet he hath mude 
with me an everlasting covenant, or-r 
deredin all things^ and sure : for thm; 
IB all my salvation^ and allmy desiic^ 
akhongh he make it not to.grow. 
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The Dowager Mrs. Neville ^ her Grand * 

son, and Exhibitor, 

• Mrs. Nevilki—l havb ^gfti^y<^^ 
ISir, iGceompftflieil with my grandBoiiv 
at the particulurrequest ofmy daugh* 
ter J hxrve yoir received her note 1 

Exhihitor. — Mm. NeTiffe has »e - 
qttainrted me^ Yrith the inteiided i^isit 
at a Tad J tfaafar morning', Madam^, and t 
am aectmiingfy preimred to attenH 
tipotrher; 
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Mrs. N. — ^That is right ; and now 
let me see yotir Exhibition: it vras 
frequently the subject of converea- 
tion while they were: with: m^ in the 
country. 

Ex. — ^What scene, history or series, 
shall I have the honor to present to 
you, Madam 1 

Mrs. N. — ^Any you please, — it does 
not 8(ignifyj for I hear they arer all 
from the Bible,— they must be good : 
Samuel^do you choose.* 

Master N.- — I had rather, Madam, 
that you would direct.: 

Mrs. JV:— Well then, Sir^ if you 
have the call of Samuel, let me see 
that i> I hope my grandson will be like 
him. I do not mean that he should 
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lie a prophet, hiit ai holy man ; he is a 
child of many prayers.*^ 
. JEr.— Efom Mrs. Neville's conver- 
ftatibn I must suppose so, for all be-^ 
lieving parients undoubtedly pray for 
their children: 

Mrs: N.t — Certainly, and I assure 
you this dear youth comes of a. good 
stock. His grandfather, my late hus- 
band, often told me that he had been 
well trained up by his father, and that 
sweet text, "Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it," 
has been fulfilled in reference to hinr. 
How* dutiful to his father!' what^-an 
affectionate husband be was to me \ 
and ROW he is gone, this child's father 

VOL, 111. o 
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klr.. Neyille^ treads in his steps. K 
has rejoiced mjf hjeart mnce I hairo 
been Tisitii^ themv to witness^ the 
order observed ia his family. But lam 
detaining yoa^ you do not seeqoi very 
young, so you know^ that is, if yoii 
have had children^ that when parents 
begin to talk about theor, they kiww 
not when to have done;: howevei^ 
Sir, we wiUl nom attend to the Bisbt* 
Jbition. 

jEc.-~Will: you have the, goodneM 
to look into one of thissa glasses^ 
Madam? and the young gei^leawii 
.w3l tdce another* 

: Mrs. N^ looks miO' the. Cameras 
jpicfo on hw ^mtadesy wipe^ tkem^ 
looks^agam^ihm saff», Why>Sfti?>I( 
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8fee nothinj^ didtinotly ! Ah> pay eyiss 
are iso very dim that niy glasses do 
not render me much assistance. Well^ 
I shall Bee clearer ;by-and^by ; and 
the sceine vrill be delightful. Howv 
ever, I will sit down, and do you, 
Samuel, tell me all about the pic* 
ture, and what you can make out of 
the histoiy. 

Master N. — ^This scene represents 
the inside of a temple, there is a 
priest sitting near one of the pillars, 
and, at a small distance, a man is 
conversing with two women. The 
countenance of one is cheerful, the 
other sad. 

You begin early with the history, 
Sir^.said Dowager Mrs N.; those 
o 2 
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which you have mentioned, Samuel' 
I imagine are Elkanah,'his two wivBS, 
and Eli ; now go on, my dear. 

Master N. — ^"The sorrowful one 
looks as if she were praying ! 

Mrs. iV^.— ^That is Hannah*; ^very 
welj, go on. 

Master N^^^Tlie jxriest notices it, 
and appears to address her. 

Mrs. M. — ^Now, my dear, can you 
tell me whathe .say« ?- 

Master A^.— The figure does n<5t 
speak, Madam. 

Mrs. a. — But, my dear, I suppose 
you know ; no doubt you have often 
read about it. 

Master N. — ^Yes, Madam, I have, 
and recollect that Eli imagined Han* 
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iteh bad been dfunken, for vhich he 
neproved her; bat she replied, that it 
was from the grief of her heart, she 
had been pouring out her^oul before 
tlie JUDtd. Satisfied with this reply> 
Eli dismissed her with hts blessing! 

^Mrs.N. — Very well ; what next*? 

Master iV.— The serene is closed> 
Madam. 

Mrs, M: — jBut 1 hope you can tell 
me Wlmt followed, and then explain 
the next ^picture. 

iMaster N. — ^Elkanah's family rose 
up^early the following morning, wor- 
shipped the Lord, and then returned 
l^me ; the ensuing year Samuel was 
bor^n^ and.^Elkanah and his house 
i»^nt uptoShiloh to offer theii* yearly 

G 3 
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sacrifice; but Hannah continued al 
home, to nurse and wean the child ^ 
saying to her husband, that when she 
had so done she would bring him to 
appear before the Lord, and there he 
should abide for ever. 

Ex. — ^You.find your grandson, Ma- 
dam, has been well instructed* 

Mrs. N. — ^That affords me great 
satisfaction ; it would be a sad thing, 
indeed^ if he had not ; how often have 
I had his dear father at my knees, 
repeating what he had committed to 
memory. Before he was seven years 
old he knew the Assembly's Cate- 
chism with proofs^ the three firs^t 
chapters of Proverbs, and, at his 
father's desire, the third of John, say- 
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mg to me, ".Let us carefully astore 
the mind of ;our child with the^scrip^ 
tures, request the X^rd to teach htm 
the meaning, and who can tell what 
Blessed effects ;may be the :coBse- 
quence.'? " JDear man ! he lived till 
our son gave vOyident proofs of his 
conversion. Come, my dear child, 
now you go on about Samuel. 

Master M. — This is another scene,* 
Madam ; in the distance a company 
of travellers .appear, and several 
oxen with them. 

I think you will find, said the 
Dowager, that it is Hannah going up 
to Shiloh with her son. 

It is so, replied Master Neville; 
for the scene is changed, and now 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



68^ . iffAKNAtt pussfimmc 

eidiabitB the itmde vimr^dt the temple. 
&:beiHe ^cimms Hannah. She presently 
tte ofaild to Bli.iBaying, ''For this 
diild I prayed ; and the X.ord hath 
gmii me my petition \^hich I asked 
iff 'him : therefore [also I have lent 
Idfii ito the liord bs Icmg as he 
Uveth." 

Mrs. i^^— Very well, Samuel ; your 
Mamma told me that there was^ a 
man behind the scenes, ntho spc4ce 
fibmetimes while the figures acted ; 
but do you continue to supply tbst 
office, 'Uten I shall,at the same time, 
become acquainted with the meanings 
of the picture, ; and your knowledge- 
qf the Scriptures. Do you recollect 
Hannalirs song of praise 9 
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Master N. — ^Not perfectly, Madam ; 
I remember she gave thanks to Qod 
for her so», and among othCT things 
said, *'He will keep the feet of his 
saintsi" 

Mrs. 2V1— ^That's well, very well; 
never forget that. 'May 'he make 
you his saint, and ikeep your feet, 
then you will be safe. But what be- 
came of Samuel after Hannah had 
presented him to Eli "? ^' 

SamiteL — ^He ministered before the 
LORD, being a child girded with a 
linen ephod. And his mother made 
him a little coat, and brought it to 
him from year to year, when she came 
up with her husband to offer the 
yearly sacrifice. * 
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-Mrs* 2V.-*-The best, and .most ac- 
£Aptable ifHcrifice that Mannah offered 
to God^ was her thanksgiving and 
pTailse ; those who follow that good 
woman's example will have frequent 
oecasion to visit the throne of grace. 
For prayer begets mercies, mercies 
demand praise, praise glorifies God» 
and the Lord delighteth to bles» 
those who thus honour Him. Han* 
nah experienced this, both in her 
0W41 .person and in that of her son, 
whom she so piously trained for, and 
lent to, the Lord. Have you any 
jpaore representations of his history^ 
Sir? 

. iEr.— Yes, Madam, there is another 
now in the Camera. 
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Mrs. iV.— Then, Samuel, ybu pro-- 
ceed and I wilt attend. 

Master N. — ^I wisrh you could view 
tt^is yourself, Madam ; I am confident 
it would please you. Here sits the 
venerable Eli, his hair hoary, hft 
beard white, hanging down upon hi* 
breast, his eyes dim, and his whote 
appearance very solemn. 

Then the painting is just what % 
ought to be, said the good old lady; 
bis office, his great age, the awfiil 
account he had soon to giVe^ all 
demanded the utmost sotemnfty: fti 
Samuel with him T— T 

Master N.-^ Tile is now entering; 
Eli addresses him ; his countenance 
is expressive of the inquiry wbichr he 
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made,. ** What is the thing the Lord 
hath said unto theel I pray thee 
hide it not from me." As Samuel re- 
plies^ Eli's brows become contracted, 
hisi eyes, obscured,, his lips project, 
and his whole frame agitated. He 
raises his tremulous hands toward 
heaven, as if he were saying, " It is 
the Lord : let him do w hat seemeth 
him, good." 

Mrs.N. — Samuel, I do not think I 
lose much from not seeing the pic- 
ture, and I know that your expla- 
nation of it quite delights me. Have 
you nothing descriptive of Samuel's 
call, Sir? I think that should have 
been noticed. 

J2k* — I have not, Madam, any scenic 
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representation of that event, fafut have 
rather chosen to notice the life of 
Samuel, which fully proves that it 
had taken place. 

Mrs. iV.~^A very sufficient reason, 
Sir; for it is not thf knowledge or 
supposed knowledge of the means 
which infinite wisdom uses to produce 
the important change, but the subse- 
quent effects which result therefrom, 
that prove the call divine. Having 
brought Eli into notice, I suppose you 
have something more concerning him; 
if so, show it to Samuel, and he will 
tell me about it. 

Master N. — ^With much pleasure, 
Madam ; my Mamma particularly di- 
rected me to do so* 

VOL. III. H 
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Kind creiiti^e, sftkt t^ Dowager; 
-she, like my son, is ttlwayB conf ftring^ 
Some new way to please me. Wet! 
then, Samuel, obey your Mamma, and 
gratify me by describing the- picture. 
' Master N. — ^Eli is again tTie ido&it 
prominent figure; he is tepresi^ted 
oh a high seat, near the gate t>f the 
city, through wMch tnahy are pass- 
ing in great dejection; one with his 
cldtheH rent, and dust upon liis head^ 
rushes rapidly through the throng. Do 
you hear the distant noise. Madam ? 

Mrs. iV". — Yes, my dear ; I suppose 
it is on account of bad news, con- 
cerning the defeat of the Israelites. 

Master N.— 'So it is, Madam; for 
the same man notv approa^ches Eli, 
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whot with extreme eooeen, q««$tiioiQft 
hbu; A& he.refifliea, Eli beeomw iu- 
cMfannjB^y agitated; and when he 
concludes;, by saying, *^Thy twa 
sow^ l^ophni and Phinea«i ai^ dead, 
and the adt ol God is taken: " the 
aged propbet faUs backward from Im 
seat a breatUesB ^coipse. 

My 'dear cfaild^ said this pious 
woman to ber grahdscm, I bope ihi& 
hiitpry, which appeals to bave made 
a strong impression on your memory, 
will produce powerful effects in your 
life. Cheei&lly obey your parents; 
thcry will deny you notbing that would 
aftbrd you any good^ but whatever 
they disallow, you maybe certain 
would ujjtiaiately prove injuriousu I£ 
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Eii had restoained hU sons as he oi|ght 
to have done, it is not probable that 
tiiey would have proceeded to those 
lengths in sin which they did ; but 
you may discovei*^ and I hope will 
ever remember, that the false indi- 
gence of the parent and the dis- 
obedience of the son> were the means 
which brought, upon that family the 
sad catastrophe which you have de* 
scribed* . On the other hand, you 
may perceive, by attending to the 
history of Samuel, that the good 
principles, which his parents early 
instilled into his mind, having been 
accompanied with the divine blessing, 
produced the most happy eJBrect« 
through, his whole life. He governed 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TAMJW j|NPUI«e|ftM€B. 77 

the people wisely over whom^the 
Lord placed him; prayed earnestly 
for them, and pioasly directed their 
attention to Him by whom they were 
repeatedly delivered from their op^ 
pressors. Aim, my dear grandson, to 
imitate his conduct; then, like him, 
yiM will have occasion at the close of 
every Uial through which you pass/ 
to erect your Sbenezer to his praise, 
wJbo will be your constant support, 
and induce you gratefully to declare, 
Hitbert<^hath the Lwd helped me* 



H3 
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Mrs. Neville^ Ameliay Harriot, and 
the Exhibitor. 

Mrs. NeviUe.-^I have the pleasure 
to inform you, Sir, that the lady who 
lately accompanied my son to. your 
Exhibition^ was highly gratified by her 
visit. 

Exhibitor. — I assure you, Madam, 
that her remarks on the subjects of 
the scenery, together with her ad- 
vice to the young gentleman, were 
very interesting; I hope she will 
again favour me with her attendance. 
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Mrs N. — She intends shortly to 
repeat her visit. We are come this 
morning, in consequence o( Mrs. Far- 
quar having spoken very highly of 
the scenes^ which have lately passed 
under her review. 

Amelia. — ^And we shall feel obliged, 
Sir, by your commencing this morning 
v?ithyour remarks relative to Solo- 
mon and, the temple, for they quite 
captivated Miss Farquar. 

JBr. — Concerning Solomon, I only 
notice that he was anointed king ac* 
cording to the directions of his father, 
after whose decease, to preserve his 
ithron^ fromi all impurity, he com- 
manded Adonijah to be put to death , 
•—Abiather he thrust out of the priest- 
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hood^ and thui fulfilled the word of 
the Lord against Bli and ht9 family $. 
and akio^ that be might take away 
the innocent hlood) which Jo^Jb sh^d* 
from himself and hi$ father's hpuse^; 
Solomon commanded Joah tO:be 8laio»; 
Shimei having broken the temsjon 
which his life had be<^ 3pfiLred> Solo-, 
mon reminded him of his wickednesa 
to Pavid» and denounced judgment 
upon him : Jehoida put him to death, 
and the kingdom was established lu 
the hand of Solomon. 

Mrs. iV; — ^These circumstance^ axe 
very s^triki^g ; nodpubtthe offenders^ 
who had escaped so longi imag:ine4: 
themselves secure* : i 

i^.— That is gesierally the case 
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with tbe wicked ; nevertheless, their 
judgment lingereth not, and their .con- 
demnation is certain. 

Amelia. — ^I am very glad, Sir, that 
you have no representations of those 
awful scenes— have you any of Solo- 
mon's dream? 

Harriot — O I should like that, I 
remember the representation of Jacob's 
was very pleasing. . 

Ex. — ^Do you not recollect also^ 
that in Jacob's vision^ Scripture af-« 
fords subjects for delineation? But 
in reference to Solomon's dream, the 
divine communication which then 
took place does not allow of such 
representation, but should teach us 
to admire, with reverential awe, the 
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condescentba of Deity, mhA with .de<- 
light, the bappy choice which this 
young king was indioyeed to wtjke. 
Having detained you thus long from 
the Camera^ the scene, perhaps, will 
afford a sequel to this Subject. 

Amelia. — ^Indeed, Sir, it does. 

j{farn(rf>r*-Sister, how %XHm . you 
know it ! I really do not yet diseorer 
what it represents. Here is a large 
ro^K— 4&any persons attendihg ona 
superior, whom I suppose is intended 
for Solomon, and that this represents 
his audience chamber. 

Amelia.— Butj Harriot, do not you 
observe the two females standing a 
little before the king^ 

Harri0t^-^YeB, I do, and now I 
guess what this means. 
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AmeUa:''''4ndbedp Sister, t^re Ib 
BO occdifiioB to guess; it is evidently 
« dkseription of tbe jiu^mtnt of So^ 
ItMHoa* Now obserretlie figures, they 
Jbegia to move. How earnestly that 
tm the left appears (o plead! the 
jcoaotenanee of the other indieates 
dtepiraTity of heart. 

Harriot — O, a sword is brought 
before ilie king; now it i& plain 
eaongb. 

Amelia.'-^Bj the actioii loi the two 
women you may almost hear him say, 
-** Divide the liring child." See how 
tlutt ahaost aaimate figure atretches 
^rth its hands ; what a couateoance ! 
though »lent, the lips more, and its 
eyes speak! Dolook^ Mamma i and 
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you will think you hear her tremu- 
lous voice exclaim, " O, my lord, give 
her the living child, and in nowise 
slay it!" vrhile the other by its har- 
dened countenance appears to ac- 
qtiiesce with the stem command. The 
king observing the earnest suppliant, 
immediately says, ^^ Give her the living 
child." She clasps it eagerly to her 
breast^ and her whole appearance so 
justly represents maternal affection, 
that it verifies the judgment of So- 
lomon, " She is the mother thereof." 

Mrs. N. — ^Very well, Amelia; you 
have been engaged, however ! Biit 
do you really suppose that the au- 
tomaton could justly describe a mo- 
ther's feelings 'J No, Amelia! the sen* 
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tence of the king was sure to produce 
that emotion in the mother's breast, 
which none could so justly imitate as 
to deceive his discerning mind. 

jELt. — However correct your obser- 
Tirtion, Madras, yet I must acknow*- 
ledge my obligation to Miss Neville 
for her description of the scene ; on 
which I generally observe, that the 
wisdom ivith which Solomon was fa^^ 
voured, not only presents ^ striking 
instance of answer to prayer, but 
affords great encouragement to all, 
especially to those in early life, to 
make their requests known to God ; 
for whosoever attends to the divine 
dhrection, *' Ask," will in due time 
experience the fulfilment of the de-* 

VOIi. III. I 
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lightfui promise, ^^ an]> yb shall rb^ 

Mrs. N. — ^I hope, Sir, tieither my 
daughters or myself will fail to im- 
proTe your observation to our per- 
sonal advantage. Will you now oblige 
them with your accduot of the temple "^ 

^^.— The temple of Solomon was 
built on the side of Mount Sion, called 
-Moriah, on a very hard lime-«tone 
rock, encompassed by a frightful pre- 
cipice« To make this building firm 
and secure, it was found necessary to 
begin the foundation at the bottom 
of the Mount ; so that the sides were 
about six hundred and eight feet high, 
and the stones were not only of the 
4argest size, but hard and firm enough 
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to endure all weathers, and be proof 
against the wonn^ Besides this, they 
w^re so mortised into one another^ 
and so wedged into the rock, that the 
strength and curiosity of the basis 
was not less admirable than the su* 
perstracture, and the one was ^very 
way answerable to the other. The 
temple did not Consist of one single 
edificevbut of several courts or build- 
ings, and the whole together made an 
exact iKquare of one thousand four 
hundred and sixty feet long on each 
side, exactly fronting the east, west, 
north and south. Th6 ground plot 
upon which the temple was built was 
a square of twenty -'five thousand feet. 
It was encompassed with a wall of the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



38 TEMPLE OF SOLOMON. 

height of six cubits, and of the same 
breadth, and contained several build- 
ings for different uses, surrounded with 
cloisters, supported by marble pillars. 
There was an ascent of twelve steps 
to what we may properly call the 
temple ; and this consisted of three 
parts : the porch^ the sanctuary, and 
the Holy of Holies. The porch was 
about twelve cubits long and twenty 
broad, at the entrance of which stood 
the famous pillars of Jachin and Boaz, 
whose names import, that God alone 
was the support of the temple ; its gate 
was fourteen cubits wide. The sanc- 
tuary, or nave of the temple, was forty 
cubits long and twenty broad ; where-* 
in were the altar of incense and the 
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table of ^hew-bread. The Holy of 
Holies vfBS a square of twenty cubits 
ev^ry /w^y; and here stood the ark, 
with it9 furniture ; and Solomoa made 
t»o chemblms. of olive-tree, Mfhkh 
of^ersfaadowed the two golden ones, 
aad.&rtreteked their wings the whole 
breadth of the houw. Die wall, of 
the house was* reared with alternate 
rows of fine cedar. wood and hewn 
ston^f probably polished- marUe ; the 
inside was carved with figures of ^he- 
nibims andpalm-trees ; and the whole 
inside^ floor. Walls and roof, was over-* 
laid -with gold. The oracle had no 
windows ^t all, but was perpetually 
dark; the sanctuary had narrow 
windows, light against light. This 

I 3 
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temple was furnished with iht ark 
and other sacred utejisils, and the 
Shekinah, or cloud of divine glory, 
entered it, to take up its rest over the 
ark,. between the cherubims; and it 
was dedicated with a solemn prayel- 
by Solomon^ and by lie veil days, of 
sacred feasting, and by a peace offer- 
ing of twenty thousand oxen, and one 
hundred and twenty thousand sheep, 
to consume which the holy fire anew 
came down from heaven. 

Amelia. — To assist our memory 
in the recollection of these parti-^ 
culars, would you. Sir, favour us 
with a similar card^ to that with 
which Miss Farquar was so much 
pleased ? 
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7%e Exhibitor replied, I hope it 
-will also meet your approval ; and 
presented to the ladies the following 
descriptive card. 
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DESCRIPTION 

OF TBB 

TXSMFI^XS OF SOIiOMON. 

-• ' ^ • t. 

The Temple of Solomop was bqilt liceording 
to the pattern which Kino f>AYiD gave to Ms 
son Solomon. 

David and his princes assigned thereto one 
hundred and eight thousand talents of gold, one 
million and seventeen thousand talents of silver, 
both which together amounted to about nine 
hundred and thirty-nine millions two hundred 
and ninety-nine thousand six hundred and 
eighty-seven pounds sterling, and in weight 
amounted to about forty -six thousand ton 
weight of gold and silver. 

About one hundred and eighty-three thou- 
sand six hundred men, Hebrews and Canaanites, 
were employed in building it. Every thing was 
made ready ere it came to the spot, that nothing 
was to do but join the materials ; and yet it 
was seven years in building. 

This superb and magnificent edifice retained 
its pristine splendour only for thirty-three or 
thirty-four years, when Shishak, king of Egypt, 
took Jerusalem, and carried away the treasures 
of the temple, in the year of the world three 
thousand and thirty-three, before Christ nine 
hundred and sixty-seven ; and after undergo- 
ing various subsequent profanations and pil- 
lages, this fine edifice was finally plundered and 
burnt by the Chaldeans under Nebuchadneszar, 
A. M. three thousand four hundred and sixteen, 
A. c. five hundred and eighty-four^ 
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To assist in forming a conception of the im- 
mensity of the treasure expended in building 
the Temple, the amount of which was about 
939,299,087 pounds sterling, and in weight 
amounted to about 46,000 ton, suppose that 
the above amount were to be removed from one 
place to another in waggons, every waggon to 
be laden with four ton, it would require eleven 
thousand five hundred waggons to contain it. 

If every waggon were drawn by four horses, 
allowing the space of twenty yards in every 
waggon and horses, the line wonld reach nearly 
one hundred and thirty-4>ne miles. 

If the amoont of the expenditure were coined 
into sovereigns, or pieces of twenty shillings 
value, and they were placed on a plane close 
to each other, allowing one inch to every sove- 
reign, they. would extend fourteen thousand 
eight hundred and twenty^four miles* 
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The ladies having received the 
card, the Exhibitor then proceeded 
with an account of some of the tradi- 
tions of the Jews eoocerning the tem- 
ple. Josephus relates a circumstance 
wiiich he said he received by tradi- 
tion from his fathers: that all the 
time they worked on the temple there 
Jfdll no rain in the day time, but only 
'm tbe jiight ;. so that the workmen 
were not hindered in their work. 

i 

Mrs* iV^.-— They appear to have 
.been extremely credulous ih regard 
to hum^n tradition, though exceed- 
ingly hardened against the important 
truths revealed by their prophets^ 
concerning the Messiah. 

JEr. — ^Recollect, Madam, that blind- 
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Hess tn part hp,s happened to Israel, 
until th^ fulness of the Oentile^ im 
come in; thea the veil whieh.yetre^ 
mains upon their hearts shall be taken 
away, and they shall turn to tJie 
Lord. However they rejected Him, 
o£ ^hom the prophets spoke, tbeyi 
regarded wltit the highest Bev^reaee 
the teittple by wfaiefa he was typi&edv 
This may be justly inferred from some 
of their traditions relative to the tem^ 
pie worship; for they say, no man 
ifi^bt go tnto the 'mountain of the 
house with his staff, we^pion^: of 
offence l>eing unsuitable to the house 
of peaces and it was considered *in- 
bec<^ing to lean, when there, on any 
other staff tlmh Gkjd only. 
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Amelia. — Were the people of the 
same opinion now^ I think that there 
would not be so much lolling upon, 
and whispering over, the tops of the 
pews as we sometimes witness. 

Ex. — ^Very true, Miss; neither is 
it to the honour of those who do so. 
But we are not, on the other hand, to 
expect close observation to ancient 
practice, and less to tradition^ for that 
says, that no man was allowed to en- 
ter the temple with shoes on his feet. 

Harriot. — ^Well, I am glad, how- 
ever, that we are not expected to 
enter the place of worship barefoot. 
I cannot say how it might be in east- 
ern countrie^i but I am sure it would 
be a very unpleasing sight here. 

• 
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Ex. — ^No man might enter with' 
money in his purse, nor with his purse 
about him. 

Mrs. N\r^li is well for our benevo- 
lent societies that no such prohibition 
prevails among us ; if it did, there 
would not be that inducement for our 
able advocates to plead for the hea- 
then, the fatherless, the widow, and 
the destitute of every description ; 
nor would the funds of the respective 
societies be adequate to answer the 
claims^ to which they are subject. 

JSr. — We are not to suppose that all 
entered without money, but they were 
to bring it in their hands and give it 
to the priests to provide sacrifices. 

Amelia. — Something like that cus- 

VOL. |H. K 
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tdlii, I suppose; yet prevftiW ; for 
though people do not carry nr their 
hands what they intend to afibr, I 
have heard that, being afiectftd by 
the isipre09ive and eloqi^rat 9erai§i>9 
delivered on such occa6ion»» a* ih^y 
retire from the resp^eti'Vte mrth^^- 
thisy cowtribufce the contettte /tf th^ 
relicuile^f and 'pur&eis toward tibbr 
cawe which they have ImmA advo- 
calied.. 

£x^*^Haviog given yoir thii hmf 
specimen of Jewish traditioB^ I shall 
now only add, it is my earnest hope 
that the histories of SokMsnon and the 
temple, will lead you to reft^i on 
the instability of huoian grandieur, 
and induce ykw to place ypur affec- 
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tioii not on the trilniiieiit and une^N 
tain scenes through Mrhich we are 
passing, faut on those eternal rbai- 
rftES to whieh vfe are h^tening. 
Not only 9 like Solomon, request urn- 
ddmi biit. kt us be concierned to ob- 
tain grdce^ "whereby we may serve 
Gosd jLCceptably^ Mrith rdver^ince atid 
.^odly foBJTj": IiL this respect Solomon 
most Sjidly^ failed ; he biicaoie idle, 
did jevil in the s^ht of the Lor4> 
whl> deiH>uiiced the punishmeid: ^hich 
befel his house« Scarcely was he 
bttried in the city of his fathers, 
before,, According to the divine pre- 
diction,, ten tribes revoked from, bis 
son Reboboam ; ^hd, as ydu puriitte 
the history I you will observe, after 
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the death of Rehoboamr the various 
kings (with but few exceptions), ve- 
rified the predictions of Samnel con- 
cerning them. Jehosaphat, Asa, Jo- 
seph, Hezekiah, and some few others, 
.were exceptions^ and of whom ho- 
nourable mention is made in sacred 
history ; but as in the days previous 
. to their rejection of the Lord for their 
king, he frequently raised them up 
judges, or saviours, as they are some- 
times termed, so in the days of their 
kings he raised them up prophets to 
warn them of danger*— to threaten 
them on account of their transgres- 
sions-^to instruct them in the way 
which they ought to walk ; and 
amidst their revoltings from and 
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th^ir returns to God, through all 
and above all, to declare unto them 
hijs coming, who should rule over 
the hpuse of David^ and of whose 
kii^dom there shall be no end. . I 
mj^bt.haye selected sub|e,cts for 
representation from i^iqost every 
jpa^e of the Bible; but it has been 
my endeavour to select tliose, which 
aire not, only calculated to preserye 
tbie gejrierjal line of histoiy, but in a 
parjticular manner to engage the at- 
tention and impress the. mind of my 
yisitprs. Young ladies, now view 
the fir^t 'scene of a series which will 
very, briefly sketch the history of 
thoseywho yere highly approv^ed of 
God, and greatly beueficial to men. 

KS 
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Have the goodness to say what thi^ 
delineation is intended to represent. 

ITamof.— This, however, does not 
require much time to examine. — ^It is 
Elijah in the wilderness ; the ravens, 
with flesh and bread in their beaks^ 
plainly tell the tale. 

Ex. — They do more, Miss; the 
subserviency of those creatures to 
the purposes of divine providence, 
indicate that the Lord causes the 
voracious worldlings to minister unto 
the necessities of his people. St. 
Jerome says^ ^* that one of these 
birds brought PaxA, the first henhit, 
half a loaf every day, and, when 
St. Anthony came to visit him, it 
brought him a whole one, to answer 
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the wante of these two soldien of 
Jesus Christ." 

Mrs^. N. — l never before heard 
about Paul, the hermit ; but I recol- 
lect that Paul^ the apostle, said^ 
" All things are yours ! " I, therefore, 
know no reason why ravens should be 
excepted ; and I am persuaded your 
remark concerning worldlings, and 
the good offices which they sometimes 
perform to the poor followers of our 
Lord, is strictly correct. Harriot, 
proceed again, and I hope you will 
be equally successful. 

Harriot. — O, I do not know this ! 

Mrs.N. — ^Perhaps your sister may : 
Amelia, what is it ? 

Amelia. — ^My dear Harriot, look 
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^gainj 1 4hink you must kaow thi%! 
It is the widow of Zarephath : do n^it 
y,ou perceiyjB the sticks . iind^j; her 
»rm ? At^thQ prqRh^j^'s reque^Vshe 
retires^ obt^grve her Tetumiiig with 
ihe cial^e. iii h^ hapd.. . ^ : ' . 

J^arnot— I recollect ^^^ , 

Ej^T-And YOU will: do wpU to re- 
fleet 9a the,^ important lesso»a .this 
interesting ,hi^tpry ^ffords,. T^ ,;wi- 
dow h^d cQme.QUt to, pic^^ up jspjpae 
sticks where vitK, to hake, a cakej^or 
herself apd, ,her «on, wljich sjie, j^x- 
pected would h^ the last mealjjthey 
should ^a^t. But. the prophet (greeted 
her tp^make him a little, c^ke first, 
and bring it unto him, .en.9oura^g 
her to do as he bade her ; at the s^me 
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time declating^ that her meal and her 
oil should not fail as long as the 

Jamine lasted. Having obediently 
proved that she believed the word of 
the Lord, she and her son and. the 
prophet lived upon that little store 
for the space, of two years. 

Amelia. — Do you suppose, Sir, 
they dafly received their sustenance 

. from the barrel and the cruse ? 

J:i?.— Without doubt they did! 
And you should observe, that her 
faith was to be further tried, and her 
former sinful state brought to her 

. remembrance, by the sickness and 
death of her son. Thus believers 

.ever find, that the faith which God 

, betftowfi is Aot to be wrapt in a najp- 
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kih^ but to be kejit in us^ by the V4- 

riDus trials with which it is e^ef listed. 

Ho not he intimidated by this- hifit ; 
Jok ftpplidition made to HiAft in whoie 

mme the prophet fifpake, is stife to be 
^hohoured with his attehtidn, ^hd l/rill 

certainly afford reli^. l^Uj^h 4e- 
,'QlarQd. to the offending king, in reply 
i.to. hiir .inquiry^ ^^^ArtTlhoik he , thit 

troubleth Jsradll*' that it t^aa kis 
.iiA» and the sinjel of Jiis.fnther'^ house, 
.irhich 5vere the cause of those bala- 
.mities.vthich the natbn suffered. He 

challenged Jiiin ta gather, togpetli^r 
;aU his idolatrbus priests^ saying, 
.tlBadUfei prophets are four hundred 
..and fifty meb^.. J, chreul only^ remain 

a prophet nf I the LOED. Let.thein, 
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th^r^sfofe^ gme us ; twe bullocks^; and 
let th^m efaocwe one builodrfprtfaemv 
sf }y^s, a^nd cut it in pieces, and l&y 
it on wood, and put tio fire ' under : 
ajid I ^ will dres9 tlie , mother buiioek, 
and lay it on irobd, and put fld tfir^ 
udder : and call ye on the' mme of 
ycyur gods, and i will eall on the 
name af the Lord: abd tiie God tbat 
anaweiietli by iri'e, let him be God." 
Tbis waff a proposal appFovecji by all 
the people^ and to which Baal's pro* 
phets could not object* Now, 'young 
Ia4ie3, will you describe the repre- 
seiktaticm? 

Harriot {immediate^ looking into 
the Camera) said, I expected what 
was coming, and 1 am not disapr 
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pointed. Here is a moimtaitious 
country ; a vast concourse of people 
assembled ; many of them in peculiar 
dresses : a most venerable indiTidual, 
habited differently from the others, ^ 
addresses the multitude. No reply 
is offered r be^with increased earnest- 
ness, repeats his application. If you ' 
had not so fully introduced the suli- 
ject, I think I must have discovered 
that Elijah is here represented chal-' 
lenging the priests of Baal. 

Harriot paused. 

Mrs.Neville encouraged her daugh- 
ter, saying, "you have done -very 
well : " proceed, my love. 

Harriot -^ Mamma, the figures 
stood still, and being neither voice 
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to be heard or action to be described, 
was the cause of my stopping. I re- 
collect the history very well ; but, you 
know, I was only required to repeat 
what was repi-esented ! 

Amelia. — ^Well then, Sister, go on, 
for all is now in action. 

Harriot. — Indeed they are. How 
the priests leap upon, jump over, and 
dance round their altar ! While, from 
the attitude and countenance of 
Elijah, I can suppose that he is say- 
ing, "Cry aloud: for he is a god; 
either he is talking, or he is pursuing, * 
or h^is in a journey, or peradventure 
he sleepeth, and must be awaked." 
Enraged by this taunt, BaaUs priests 
cut themselves with knives and lances ; 

VOL. Ill, JL 
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the blood appjears trickling down 
upon the altar ! 

^me/ia,— But, Sister, observe Elijah* 
He, having repaired the altar of tbe 
Lord, put the wood in order, cut the 
bullock in pieces^ and abundantly 
watered the sacrifice, approaches^ the 
altar with great solemnity. How 
expressive his countenance ! How 
striking his attitude ! His hands 
stretched forth^ and his eyes directed 
towards heaven. Oh! the fire <le- 
9cends! the sacrifice, water, stones, 
and altar are instantly consunved! 
Do you, Sir, scenically represent the 
sequel to this event 1 

The Exhibitor replied, I hope to 
hear it narrated cither by yourself 
or Miss Harriot. 
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Mrs. Neville desired Harriot to 
proceed with the history, 

Harriot. — Immediately that the 
fire had consumed the sacrifice, the 
people fell on their faces ; and they 
said, "the LORD, he is the God; 
the LORD, he is the God." At Elijah's 
command, Baal's prophets were slain, 
and as my Papa has told jne, their 
still bleeding cuttings so identified 
the priests of Baal, that not one of 
them escaped. 

Ex. — ^Very well, Miss Harriot ; your 
recollection of this history does honour 
to parental instruction. Miss Amelia 
or yourself, I hope, will have the 
goodness to mention what followed 
the just execution of BaaVs priests. 
l2 
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(At Mrs. Nevilles direction^ AtneUa 
proceeded.) 

Elijah predicted abundance pf rain ; 
directed Ahab to hasten his return^ 
and ran before him to the entrance of. 
Jesreel. Ahab having, told Jezebel 
that Elijah had slain all the prophets, 
she sent a messenger to hira, and, 
threatened to make his life as the 
life of one of them by the following 
day. On this Elijah immediately .fled 
for his life. 

While Amelia paused to recollect 
the history, Mrs. N. said to Mr. Da- . 
venport, what could have induced the 
prophet to flee, after the many proofs 
he had received of the divine care 
and protection 1 
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£!r. — ^Perhaps, Madam, to prove 
that he was a man subject to the like 
passions with others. He ktiew 
-Jezebel, that she was fierce, cruel, 
vindictive add implacable ; and that 
iii slaying the priests of Baal,, he-had 
incerred her displeasure ; and that to 
tevenge herself, she had all the power 
of the kingdom under her command: 
these notions made such an impres- 
^n upon his spirits, as deprive^ him 
of that resolution and manly courage^, 
for which he was heretofore so re- 
teaikal^e.' And God, upon this oeca- 
irfoB, might withdraw that spirit of 
ifitrep^ity wherewith at other timers 
lie fortified Etijah's iaind^,'on purpose 
to s^w him bis' iialmffal imbecility, 
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and the necesity he had, at all times, 
of the divine assistance; and on pur- 
pose to suppress all sentiments of 
pride and arrogance that might pos* 
sibly arise in his breast, upon the 
contemplation of the gifts and graces 
which he had bestowed on him, and 
the many great miracles that were 
wrought by his hands; and that, 
thereupon, if he did glory, he might 
glory in the Lord, and not dare to 
take any part o^ his honour to him- 
self. 

Mrs. N. — If such discipline were 
needed to preserve the prophet from 
personal gratulation, what may not 
we expect ? My de^r children, JL 
hope you .will reoiember tbift: in-^ 
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structive lesson. Amelia, now pro- 
ceed. 

Amelia. — ^The prophet having tra- 
velled a day's journey into the wil- 
derness^ as he lay and slept under 
a juniper tree, an angel appeared to 
htm; by whom he; was nourished with 
bread and water, and in the strength 
of that repast, walked forty days and 
forty nights unto Horeb. He had 
not been long in the place before he 
had a vision, wherein God having first, 
by several emblems, given him to un- 
derstand that the number of his true 
worshippers was gifeater than he 
imagined, directed him to return to 
the wilderness of Damascus; and 
anoint Hazael to be king over Syfia, 
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Jehu to be king over Israel, and 
Elisha to be prophet in his room. He 
departed thenee, and found Elisha, 
who was ploHghing» with twelve yoke 
of oxen, before hi» j and £Iijah pas- 
sed by him, and ea«rt his mantle on 
him. On this he ran after IBlijah ; 
and having sacrificed a yoke of the 
oxen, whieh he gave unto his people^ 
and they did eat ; theil he arose, and 
went after Elijah^ and ministered unto 
him. 

Et. — ^Very well, Miss; though 
you have abridged the history, you 
have preserved the generad outKne. 
Another scene is ready, and I expect 
you will soon discover its allusion. 

On Harriot's looking into the 
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Camera, she said, I do not, Sir; how- 
ever, here is a walled town besieged 
by a large army ; many superb tents ; 
men in elegant military attire make 
their appearance — the whole army 
is now forming in militaiy array. 
Amelia, what does this mean 1 

Amelia. — ^You have not noticed 
what passed within the walls of the 
town, or you would have observed a 
prophet or priest speaking (I sup- 
pose) to the king of Israel ; but now 
look : compared with the large army 
of besiegers, a small company of 
armed men coming out of the gates : 
an army follows them — observe with 
what intrepidity they attack the in- 
sulting foe. The king himself af- 
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pear^; and his troops smite their 
horses, break their chariots, slay the 
men; and thus the Lord delivered 
Israel out of the hands of the Syrians : 
to this, Sir, I think the scene alludes. 
Ex. — ^Yes, Miss ; it was intended 
to represent the destruction of the 
Syrian army, and, at the same time, to 
bring to the recollection of observers, 
that dependance upon the divine pro- 
mise should be ever accompanied 
^th obedience to the divine direc- 
tion; then, and only then, is victory 
certain. But now to return to the 
immediate history of Elijah, in the 
conclusion of which it appears, that 
he had recovered his intrepedity, 
when he went, agreeably to the 
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comiQaiid of God, and as his mes- 
senger, to reprove the king and 
to denounce the divsne vengeance 
against him for bis aggravated 
guilt in the murder of Naboth; in- 
timidated by no fear of danger, he 
obtruded himself as a most unwel*- 
cotme visitant oa the royal offender 
at the very moment of h,is triumph, 
yrfaen he was taking possession of 
I^Taboth's vineyard: there he pro*- 
Qounced ^is dopm, and predicted the 
terrible destruction which awaited 
both his impious queen and the whole 
pf his posterity. On another occa^ 
sion, the prophet discovered the $ami^ 
boldness and fidelity in executing the 
divine aommission, even ai the hazard 
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of his life/ When Ahaziah had dis- 
patched his servants to consult an 
heathen oracle, Elijah met them with 
a striking reproof for their contempt 
of the God of Israel ; and foretold the 
approaching death of their master. 
This offensive declaration excited the 
rage of the king, who, therefore, re- 
peatedly sent soldiers to apprehend 
him ; many of them perished in the 
attempt, but Elijah was preserved ; 
and, acting uhder the divine direction, 
finally went, as was required, and 
stood before the king ; against whom 
be again declared the Lord's deter- 
mination. 

Mr*. A^.— The courage of Elijah 
was certainly fully proved ; biit was 
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not there a degree of cruelty in caus- 
ing fire to destroy those men who had 
no personal enmity against the pro- 
phet, and were only executing the 
king's command 1- 

JEr.— ^We cannot suppose that he 
acted under the influence of cow- 
ardice, pride, or revenge. God had 
determined to make his power known 
'to these idolaters, and therefore in- 
structed the prophet to pronounce, 
and as it were to execute, the awful 
sentence of condemnation. The life 
of this eminent saint was in many rd- 
spects singular, and so was his end. 
The time, and pirobably the mode of 
his intended translation were revealed 
to him. ' He continued to visit the 
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schools of the prophets, aad Elisha, 
his attendai^t and ^uccesspr, accom- 
panied him in his circuit, When they 
came together to the river Jordan, 
Elijah with his mantle smote the 
waters, which instantly divided and 
permitted them to pass through on 
dry ground; and while they were 
going on Elijah was separated from 
his companion and taken into heaven. 

Jlmeliq.—l recollect that we were 
not favoured with a view of Enoch's 
translation ; but I hope, Sir, you will 
indulge us with a acenical represeatar 
tion of the ascension of Elijah. 

Harriot-— Do, Sir, oblige us. 

-Er.— Lhave just recited the atr 
t^nd^ni cixicumatances ; . do yoAi iour- 
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gine, that there is now any occasion 
for the delineation ? 

Harriot. — ^O yes, Sir; if you will 
have the goodness only to let us see 
the representation I will endeavour 
to describe it. 

JKr. — ^Well, young ladies, I readily 
dilige you. 

On this declaratibn they both sprang 
to the Camera, and Harriot' said, I 
find. Sir, that your artist has com- 
menced his representation in an early 
stage. In the distance there is a 
company, which I suppose to be the 
sons of the prophets ; Elijah and his 
attendant are by the side of Jordan ; 
Elijah wraps up his mantle, twists it 
as if to increase the force of the stroke 
m2 
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which he is about to give- He smites 
the river; the waters separate, apd 
both go over on dry ground — they 
converse and proceed together. How 
astonishingly the trees are agitata ! 
The whole scene is illumined L The 
prophet is gone! I do not perceive the 
horses ! I thought I should have seen 
them with wings on their shoulders, 
as represented in Aurora's chariot. 

-Er. — No, Miss ;. this is no poetic 
fiction, but a matter of fact. Nor are 
we to suppose that material horses 
were seen, but that a company o* 
angels, assuming that form, appeared, 
and Elijah entering the chariot was 
carried up by a whirlwind into 
heaven. 
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Jtmefia.^^By whatever means Eli- 
jah ascended, I am sure that Eiisfaa's 
represrentitive seems rery desirous to 
follow him ; see how he stretches out 
his hands ! The mantle falls at a dis- 
tance from him ; rapidly he runs, takes 
it tfp, with it divides the Jordan, and 
tfcu6 receives a decided evidence that 
his request is answered. 

Mrs. iV. — ^Thank you, Sir, for thus 
gratify iiig my daughters; will you 
hat^6 the goodness to inform me, who 
are particularly meant by the sons of 
the prophets, whom Elijah visited ? 

JEt?.— By the sons of the prophets 

we are to understand the scholars of 

the pvopfaets, such as were educated 

and tr&kied up in religion and virtue, 

m3 
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Upon whom God by degrees bestowed 
the spirit of prophecy, and whom the 
superior prophets employed in the 
same capacity as the Apostles did the 
Evangelists. 

Harriot. — Pray, Sir, what kind of 
mantle was worn by the prophets? 

E.V. — ^The prophetical mantle, was 
made, of lamb skins, being a kind of 
upper garment thrown over the sUoul- 
dcre, and (as some think) reaching 
down to the heels ; though others take 
it for no more than a leathern jacket 
to keep -out the rain. The orientals 
always cast their mantle over thj3m 
when they go abroad; and they; use 
it as a blanket or covqrlid when tbey 
go to. sleep. Having thus atteude4 
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Elijah till his, departure from, the: 
earth, I shall proceed with the history, 
of another servant of the Xord. of 
equal j^minence. 

Harriot. — ^I think, Sir, you mean 
the; prophet Elisha. . 

£r. — ^If so, I hope that I shall be 
favoured, with youi; assistance. With- 
out doubt you recollect the manner, 
by which he was appointed to his 
ofl^ce. _ 

Harriot. — ^He was at plough, Sir, 
with twelve yoke of oxen, when 
Elijah passing by suddenly cast his 
mantle upon him. He left his oxen, 
ran after the prophet, and* ministered 
to.bim. 

Mrs. i\r.r-What. ia .striking transi-. 
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tiott must it have been for this poor 
man to be exalted unexpectedly to so 
high a situation. 

£lr.-r-It certainly was, Md.'dam ; 
and shows plamly that God does not 
choose any because of their rank, 
ediicttlion or abilities ; but gtTe» his 
servants the proper qualifications and 
dispositions for the place in which He 
designs to fix them. At the sametime 
I would observe, that Elisha being- 
at plough, so far from being any ar- 
gument of his poverty, wa^ in reality, 
a token of his weakh and great riciiie»: 
for he who could keep twelve yoke 
of oxen ajfc (ilough was. in this respect 
no inconsiderable man, and yet (ac-- 
eovding to^ the nutntier of those early 
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times) he looked after his own busi- 
ness himself. As the successor of 
Elijah he bore a striking resemblance 
to his master in his manner of life, his 
disposition, and the faithful execution 
of his office. At his word, the waters 
of Jericho were healed, by no other 
operation than that of casting salt 
into the spring. In the neighbour- 
hood of Bethel, the little children of 
the city came forth to mock him, in- 
sulting him for his age and infirmities. 
Immediately, as if. the wild beasts of 
the forest had been subject to his 
control, when he pronounced the 
curse, two bears rushed upon them, 
and destroyed forty-two of their 
company. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



130 REMARKS ON BLISHA's MALEDICTIOK 

Amelia. — ^Tliat part of his history, 
I confess, has made me shudder when 
I have been reading it, and it has 
excited my astonishment that the 
Lord's prophet should have pro- 
nounced so cruel a malediction. 

Ex. — The mournful history may 
excite our wonder ; but let God and 
his prophet also be justified. Surely 
this solemn judgment should teach us 
to stand in awe and sin not. The be- 
haviour of these young perscms was 
extremely profane, and therefore Gfod 
determined to make them an example 
of his vengeance. The parents pro- 
bably, were in this case more guilty 
than their offspring, as having taught 
them to treat religion and religious 
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characters with scorn. For their cor- 
rection, therefore, the visitation might 
be intended. 

Mrs. N. — ^However my daughter 
may have been affected at reading 
this history, I am sure that your ex- 
planation should fill every parent's 
mind with solemn awe ! What shall 
be said to those persons among our- 
selves, who train up their children in 
ignorance and contempt of God and 
his truth "? They may perish justly in 
their iniquity ; but will there not be 
an insupportable burden upon their 
parents' consciences if they have 
learned from them to neglect and 
despise their Creator 1 Excuse me, 
Sir, I prevent my daughters hearing 
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from you those remarks which I hope 
will prove beneficial to them. 

Ex. — In further tracing the history 
of Elisha, you will find that he retired 
to Carmel. But he was soon called 
forth to public notice. He attended 
the united armies of Israel, Edom and 
Judah* These numerous hostd Were 
reduced to a very great strait from 
the want of water; and in their per- 
plexity the three associated kings ap- 
plied for help to Elisha. The man of 
God, however, knew n6t to give flat- 
tering titles, but with authority he 
reproved Jehoram, the wicked king^ 
of Israel, for his detestable hypocrisy, 
and for his attachment to the idola- 
tries of his father's house. To the 
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pious prince Jehosaphat, Elisha paid 
regard, and for his sake inquired of 
the Lord, and under the divine in- 
spiration foretold a miraculous deli- 
verance from the drought, and a deci- 
sive victory over the Moabites. Do 
you recollect, young ladies, by what 
means this was effected 1 

Harriot — ^I think. Sir, that at the 
command of the prophet the army 
Having made the valley full of ditches, 
agreeably to his prediction, without 
either wind or rain, they were filled 
with water, by which the army, cattle 
and beasts were preserved. The 
Moabites saw the* water as red as 
blood, and they said, "l^his is blood : 
the kings are surely slain, and they 

you III- N 
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have smitten one another ; now there- 
fore, Moab, to the spoil/' Thus de- 
ceived, they rushed to the camp of 
Israel^ and the Israelites smote the 
Moabites, so that they fled before 
them ; but they went forward smiting 
the Moabites even in their country^ 
which they utterly destroyed. 

Amelia. — ^Very well, Sister; but 
you have said nothing concerning the 
Moabitish king offering up his eldest 
son for a burnt offering upon the 
wall. 

Harriot. — ^That was not included 
in the inquiry* 

i!r.— True, Miss Harriot; and I 
must confess you have answered that 
very correctly. I suppose, Miw 
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Amelia, you will infonn me concern- 
ing Elisha's attention to the widow 
and the Shunamite. 

Amelia. — ^Would it not be as well 
"to favour us with scenical repre- 
sentations of the subjects; then, 
Sir, we could, as usual, be both en- 
gaged, 

'jEt. — ^Not just yet. You will soon 
liave another scene ; but first oblige 
me with a recital of some of the many 
miracles which it pleased God to per- 
form by the successor of Elijah. Sup- 
pose you notice the afflicted widow 
and her creditor. 

3irs. N. — Perfectly right, Sir; lam 
certain my daughters will readily 
oblige you. Amelia, you begin with 
n2 
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the subject Mr. Davenport has just 
mentioned. 

, Amelia. — The widow who applied 
to Eiisha was in great distress, in con- 
sequence of her cruel creditor threat- 
ening to take, her twp sons to be 
bondmen. 

Ex. — ^However cruel it might ap- 
pear, yet he was. acting agreeably to 
the Mosaic dispensation ; for the He- 
brews had such power over their 
children, that they might sell them to 
pay what they owed, and the creditor 
might force them to it. 

Amelia. — It was a happy circum- 
stance however, Sir^ that the compas- 
sionate prophet was at hand ; for he 
increased her oil to duch a degree 
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that by the profits of it her debts 
were honourably discharged, her sons 
rescued from bondage, and her whole 
famUy snpported. It was not long 
before the prophet had an opportn^^ 
irity of abundantly rewarding ako 
th)& piou9 Shunamite for her iinsoli^ 
cited benevolence. She noticed this 
holy man of Ood as be often passed 
her house — ^she constrained him to 
tske refreshfMnt-— she spake to her 
husband concerning him — at her re- 
quest a chamber was buiU on the 
wall, and furnished with a table, stool 
and candlestick for the use of the 
prophet. 

iEr.— It is perhaps, Madam, too fro- 
quently the case that people read 
n3 
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and ; approve but do not imitate the 
conduct which has? excited their ad- 
miration. . Not so with many . of the 
ladies of our country : for it is 
doubtless in a great measure on ac- 
count of their powerful influence, that 
Britain's sons do honour to themselves, 
by supporting the various, benevolent 
institutions .with which the realm 
abounds. 

Mrs. JV.— Did I think, Sir, that I 
deserved to share in your commenda'^ 
tion I would make you my very best 
conge^, but I really do not ; for though 
Mr. Neville sets me a most inviting 
example, I must confess I imitate it 
very , imperfectly ; however, I shall 
not foi^et to request a few additional 
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lessons from him on . the subject. 
Come, Amelia, proceed. 

Amelia. — ^The prophet, from a sense 
of gratitude, pflfered to exert his in- 
fluj^Bce fpr the amiable Shunamite in 
any way she wished, but her modesty 
and contentment would not permit her 
to make ally request. However, at the 
prayer of Elisha, a child was granted' 
her, and thereby, as it should seem, 
her only grievance wias removed. 

Ex. — It may not be improper for 
me to observe on this occasion, that 
even our blessings expose us to many 
trials. At the . moment when the mo- 
ther probably flattered herself with 
the expectation of much comfort from 
her son, he died* Now, Mists, how dyi 
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the bereaved parent aet under this 
afflictive dispensation 1 
' ^me/ta.-*-She instantly applied to 
Elisha and fell at his fecft, saying*, 
**Did I desire a son of my Lord'?" 
The prophet directed GehaEi to g^ 
immediately to her houae, and lay his 
staff on the face of the child. But 
this would not content the anxious 
mother, who positively refused to 
leave Elisha, who at her importunity 
returned with her, and at his repeated 
supplications the beloved son was 
restored to his mother. NoWjSir, will 
you favour us with another scene ? 
* £r.-M3blige me first by carrying 
on the history a little ftrrther,' and 
then I wiH. 
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Amelia. — :Iii his circle of benevo* 
lence, Elisha visited the sons of the 
prophets; he saw them oppressed 
with famine, and instantly, relieved 
them by his fatherly . care* His mi- 
raculous powers; were exercised, at 
one time, to prevent their being poi- 
soned by eating, pottage, into which 
wild gourds had; been shfed: at 
another,: to feed a hundred of theni, 
by multiplying the very food which 
had been provided for hipiself, and 
which he generously gave up for 
their refreshment. 

Ex. — Now, young ladies, you may 
botli be' ea]L|[>loyed ; the probiised 
8c ene. invites yoqr observation. : 
. Hqrrmt, — Here is a house, or rather 
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A kind of cottage ; it is low, to^g^ 
and of poor appearance. I cannot 
yet say "v^hose reiftidence it is. O, here 
comes a chliriot ; in it some person 
of rank: a servant appears and 
speaks to him. The person in the 
ek«riot seems displeased: this is 
Naamtin, the Syrian. Without doubt 
ke is displelased because Elishasent 
A messenger to him, saying, ^^Oo, and 
wash in Jordan seven times.** His 
servants endeavour to soothe his 
anger; and, at their entreaty, he 
yields obedience to the prophet's di- 
rection* 

Mrs. iV.~Howev€r intent the pro- 
phet was upon doing good, we can- 
not think that his sending a messen- 
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ger^ af&d not pmg himself to the 
Syrian general, was paying him that 
respect v^hicb was due to his rank. 

Ex. — ^Blisha's not appearing to re* 
ceive Ni^aiao, is ascribed by some to 
that retired course of life whieJi the 
prophet led i and I rfither thinks that 
it was not unhecovjuiiiig the prophets 
upon this oQcamon^ to take some stato 
upon him, and to suppoirt the oha*^ 
racter apd diguity of the office in 
which the Most High had placed him % 
especially as this might be a meaaa 
to raise the honour of his religioii and 
ministry, and to give Naaman a higher 
idea of his miraculous cure» when 
he fomid that ft it was neither by the 
prayer nor the presence of the pifo- 
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phet, but by the divine power and 
goodness that it was effected. 

/fornW,^ Whether Elisha^ was 
polite or not to Naanian, Mamma, 
Naaman gratefully returned to thank 
the prophet for his cure; and tlius he 
is represented coming with all his 
company, and I will suppose that he 
is saying^ ^' Behold, now I know that 
thefe is ho God in all the earth, but in 
Israel." How courteously he bows 
as requesting the prophet to accept a 
present ; but Elisha seems peremp- 
torily to refuse it. Naaman then re- 
quests to be permitted to take with 
him two mules' burden of earth, de- 
claring that henceforth he would 
offer neither burnt offering or sacri- 
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fice unto other gods, but unto the 
LORD. Oblige me. Sir, by informing 
me what he could intend to do witK 
the earth 1 and why he would not take 
it without the prophet's permission? 

E». — ^He desired the earth of the 
land, because he thought it more 
holy and acceptable to God, and pro-^ 
per for his service; or because he 
would by this token declare his con« 
junction with the people of Israel* 

Amelia. — ^You are so intent about 
the earth, Harriot, that you have not 
noticed the covetous Gehazi following 
Naaman. 

Harriots— ^YeSy I see him; and 
Naaman's condescension in descend-* 
ing from his chariot, and giving him 
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the requested presentv with which he 
appears mach pleased/ and returoa to 
his master, 

JS!r.-^Having noticed Gehazi'a in- 
tenriew with Naaman^ now pkase to 
inform me what befel him aftepwards. 

Harriot. — Hia fraud waa not loiig 
eoncealed; Elisha detected it, and 
expressed his abhorrence of it, while., 
in God's name, he pronounced the 
sentence^ that both he and his pos-* 
terity should inherit the leprosy of 
Naaman. And this awful denuncia-* 
^ion was immediately inflicted on 
himself; for he came out of jiis mas-* 
ter's presence a leper a9 white as 
snow. 
. ^j?. -T-This is one of the many 
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vrarniTigs contained in the Scriptures 
against the love of money. His sin 
was of a most malignant nature^ as it 
tended to disgrace the {M'ophet and 
bring religion into reproach; and, 
therefore^ tlie punishment ivas ap^ 
pointed to be a standing memorial of 
ihe baseness of his offence. Perhaps, 
Miss Amelia, you will have the good* 
ness to favour me vrith the conclusion 
of Elisha's history* 

Amelia.-^l know not, Sir, whether 
I shall be able to do that with accu- 
racy; however, so far as my memory 
p^rtnitii^ I shall obey tny Mamma's 
nod, and attend to your request. 
Erlfi^ha continued to be a blessing to 
tuflf country, bojth in public and pri- 

02 
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^ate. Whilst th6 sons of the pro- 
phets were enlarging the place of 
their residence, he wrought a miracle 
to relieve one of them from distress, 
Jby causing iron to swim on the sur- 
face of the water. He disclosed, the 
<!ounsels of the king of Syria,' and by 
this exposed his life to the most immi- 
nent danger; for an armed host of 
the Syrians came to apprehend him. 
His servant, terrified by the multitude 
X)f surrouhdirig enemies, cried out, 
'^AlasT my master, how shall we 
do "i " Poor man, he was soon fright- 
ened ; be did not possess much of his 
master's courage. 

-Er.— True, Miss, he did not. This 
young man it is suppbsable had 
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been but a little while with his mas- 
ter; no longer than since Gehazi's 
dismission; and, therefore, perhaps, 
had not yet seen any great experi*- 
inento of his power to work miracles ; 
or, if he had, the greAt and imminent 
danger he thought his master in, 
might well be allowed to excite his 
fear, and shake his faith* 

Amelia. — His fears were soon 
found to be groundless; but that 
which quieted his, would have ex* 
cited mine. , 

Ex. — ^I suppose. Miss, that you re- 
fer to the horses and chariots of fire 
with which Elisha was surrounded t 

Amelia. — I do Sir ; for such a sight 
would have alarmed*me greatly, ^ 

03 
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Mrs. N, — ^I must also make the 
same acknowledgment: will you 
oblige us with any remarks on the 
appearance of angels, Sir*? 

Ex.—'P^ variety of opinions are en- 
tertained on that subject, which it 
would be too far diverging from the 
intention of my exhibition were I 
largely to notice : but, in answer to 
your inquiry, Madam, it is supposed, 
the general token of angelic presence 
appears to have been a certain splen- 
dour, or brightness, accompanying 
them. But this seems to have had 
either a distinction in degree^ or a 
peculiarity, perhaps an identity of 
appropriation, 

Mrs. N.'-rl am much obliged to 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



REMARKS ON ANGELS. 151 

you, Sir, for though I do not expect, 
vrhile an inhabitant of this world, to 
have the honour to behold celestial 
beings, yet, like many others, I am 
desirous to obtain all the informa- 
tion possible on subjects not fully 
revealed. 

Ex. — On this desire, Madam, f can- 
not congratulate you ; for whatever is 
of moment in reference to our eternal 
interest or present advantage, divine 
compassion has clearly revealed ; 
whilst those subjects which are not 
connected with either, are veiled in 
obscurity or totally hidden from our 
view- This should teach us not to 
speculate on what we cannot discover, 
but to practise that which (Sod has 
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published for the rule of hamsn 
actiotis. 

Mrs. i\r.— Your observatioii eer*- 
tainly does not gratify Vain curiosity^ 
but speaks to my judgment^ and riiall 
regulate my practice. Now, j^elia; 
let me hear you conclude the history 
of the prophet, for we must very soon 
bid Mr. Davenport good morning. 

Amelia. — ^Another danger threat^ 
ened the life of Elisha* The inhabit 
tants of Samaria, whil6 closely be* 
sieged by the Syrians, were perishing 
by famine. The k ing himself felt the 
weight of the calamity ; but, instead 
of being humbled before God and 
renouncing his iniquities, he was filled 
with rage agiijast JSUi^. He detec:^ 
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mined, therefore, to irid himself of this 
troublesome man, and sent an execu- 
tioner to destroy him. The prophet, 
though aware of his danger, and in 
expectation of the murderer, sat still 
in his house, and vrith the utmost 
serenity counselled the elders of the 
city. The king was fired with indig- 
nation both against Ood and the 
prophet; but Elisha pacified ^his re- 
sentment by declaring, in the name of 
the Lord, that the very next day 
^ould terminate the calamity and 
produce an astonishing plenty. One 
of the attendant courtiers, indeed, 
turned the assertion into ridicule ; but 
he received an awful punishment for 
his incredulity and contempt of the 
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man of Odd. According to Elisha's 
word, he saw the promised plenty^ 
and yet perished in the midst of it. 

Jfiforridi?.— -You foi^oty Sister, to 
mentioh how Elidia led the men who 
came to destroy him to Samaria, set 
great provision before them, and Wheft 
they had eaten and drunk he sent 
them away, and they went to tlieir 
master. 

AmtUa.'^t attended to Mamma's 
directioti, and thus followed your 
ejcample upon a former occasion, by 
just touching upon the chief pointe of 
the history. 

JEr. — Very good i your remark, Mim 
Harriot, proves your attention; the 
reason which Miss Amelia has as- 
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signed for her brevity i^ quite suffi* 
cient.; your Mamma seema gratified. 

Mrs. N. — True, Sir ; aad I am per- 
Miaded my girls have no objection to 
my acknovrledging that I am so. But 
gaon^ Amelia. 

jhneMa.'-^By Elii^a's counsel the 
Shunamite escaped the distresses of 
the national famine i and for his sake 
she recovered her former possessions^ 
of which she bad been unjustly de-^ 
prived. The labours of this prophet 
were not entirely confined to the land 
of Israel ; for he travelled to Damas- 
cus^ and Benhadad sent Hazael to 
inquire of him, whether he should 
recover of his disease. He told him, 
that his master might recover, as his 
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disorder was not fatal, but that he 
would surely be taken off by some 
other means. He then burst iato 
tears at the prospect of those mise*^ 
ries, which the rery man before him 
was about to bring upon Israel, and 
warned him of the wanton cruelty 
which he was about to exercise* 
Elisha caused Jehu to be anointed 
king of Israel^ and a consider-^ 
able period after that event he 
fell sick of the disease whereof he 
died. 

Ejp. — It highly demands attention^ 
that this prophet, above sixty years 
from the time of his appointment,^ had 
continued to discharge his office with 
zeal and fidelity. Nor was his dying 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEATH OF ELISHA. 157 

bed inglorious; though he did not 
quit the world in the same triumphant 
maimer as Elijah. Joash, the king of 
Israel, stood among his weeping at- 
tendants, and thea acknowledged th^ 
talue • of this eminent preacher of 
righteousness, as the best protectioa 
of the state. Joash received a re- 
compence for the regard he showed 
to the good man in his last moments. 
For Elisha assured him that he should 
be the instrument of delivering Israel 
from the oppression of the Syrians^ 
This was the last prediction of Elisha^ 
but it was not the last honour which 
was conferred upon him : for even 
after his dissolution, a dead body cast 
into his sepulchre, upon touching his 
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bonea^ in a miraculoua manqer re- 
vived. Having by your nan*atioD 
been favoured *with such proofs of 
your attentive reading df tiie Scrq>- 
tuire^ I shall now^ ycHtng ladies, again 
request your observation on another 
sci^iical representation. 

-*&•«. N. — ^I fear. Sir, I must not 
lengthen my visit. 

Harriot--^ do, Mamma, let ns 
have another scene or two. I will 
try and name them— or perhaps my 
sister may, and after having received 
so polite a compliment from Mr. Da- 
venport, do it in her best manner, and 
that I know will please you : will it 
not Mamma ? You smile. We shall 
stay, Sir— ani/, turning to the Camef^a, 
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said^ O thank you, Mamma, we are 
going to court ! 

Amelia. — ^Rather the court is pre- 
sented to us. What a noble figure is 
seated on the throne, how gracefully 
he holds the sceptre I 

' Harriot.'^^^Yiy Mamma, it is Aha- 
sueru& and Esther ! 

Mrs. N. — ^The representation seems 
to please you ; I will wait to hear how 
the scene is conducted. 

Harriot. — O dear, it is closed ! You 
should have let me had another peep I 

Amelia. — ^Well, Sister, here it is — 
the samecompainy, only in a different 
apartment. Now you may see the 
king, the pleading Esther, and the 
.assuming Haman ! 
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Harriot — ^What a numerous train 
of attendants! 

Amelia.^And how gorgeously at- 
tired. The king and queen converse, 
Haman makes low obeisance and 
retires. 

" Harriot. — ^He will soon meet with 
what I expect will rather discompose 
him. 

* Ex, — Oblige me, Miss, by mention- 
ing the subject of yoiir expectation. 

Harriot— I expect. Sir, that Ha- 
man is about to pass Mordecai, who 
will neither rise for, nor bow to^ him ; 
at which Haman will be so greatly 
enraged, that he iniWj agreeably to 
the advice of his wife and friends, 
cause a gallows to be erected^ with 
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the design tp hare Mordecai hunged 
ibereon. 

^4l»c/^a.~My dear Harriot, notice 
th» very striking scene. A spacious 
apartment, beautifully illuminated 
witb golden chandeliers and candela- 
bras of ivory, the attendants not nu- 
merous, but solemnly waiting the 
Ving's commands. He rises suddenly 
from his chair— paces the apartment 
— pauses — speaks to his attendants. 
Massy volumes are now in their 
hands. 

Hurrwt.-rBixt we can neither see 
nor hear their contents ! I think. Sir, 
we should be favoured with your 
ventriloquist's assistance. 

-^a^efia.— "Kiere can be no occasion 

PS 
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for it at present, Harriot, however ; 
you surely recollect that the king 
commanded to bring the book of the 
records of the chronicles; and they 
read to Ahasuerus that part of the 
royal annals which mentioned Mor- 
decai's discovery of the chamberlain's 
design to lay hands on the king s life, 
Ahasuerus finding that he had re- 
ceived no reward, asked Haman, who 
was come to seek the king's permis- 
sion to hang Mordecai on his lofty 
gallows, what should be done to the 
man whom the king delighteth to 
honour"^ As H^man imagined that 
could be none other than himself, he 
proposed the highest honours he 
could imagine, and just suited to his 
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mind. Agreeably to the tenor of his 
own proposal, he was ordered to 
array Mordecai in royal apparel, set 
him on the king sown horse, and lead 
the horse with Mordecai on it through 
all the city of Shushan, and proclaim 
before hira, " Thus shall it be done 
to the man whom the king delighteth 
to honour." 

Mrs^. N. — ^Very well, Amelia ; Har- 
^riot proceed. 

Harriot. — O dear. Sir, the scene is 

changed ! Why, here is the gallows, 

and a lofty one it is ! What a crowd 

surrounds it ! I hope we shall not 

•see the execution. 

- £cr.— Probably not. Miss ; but per- 
haps you will mention the circum- 
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fitaacet which took place pteviously 
to tSiat eyent 

jBTarrio*.— Stung with ^rief^ Hainan 
pofited home as soon as hid task Wtf 
finished, and told his wife and friends 
what had happened* They said, "if 
Mordecai he of the seed of the Jews, 
:befot*e whom thou hast begun to fall, 
thou shalt not prevail against him, 
but shall surely fall before him." That 
very day Esther accused him of in* 
tending destrnction to herself" and 
her nation, and begged the king would 
interpose for their lives. Ahasuerus, 
in gl^at wrath, left the apartment, 
when Haman fell at the feet of the 
queen, to implore her intercession for 
his life : the incensed monarch, on 
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returning, commanded him to be 
dragged away, and to be hanged on 
the gallowi^ which he had prepared 
forMordecai. 

iSr. — Well, Miss, yoa have come 
to the close of the story without see- 
ing the execution; but I hope not 
without noticing the providence of 
wGod in protecting his. church. The 
circumstance not only excited much 
thanksgiving at the time, but gave 
rise to an annual festival, the feast of 
Purim, that is, the feast of Lots, so 
called from the lots cast by Haman, 
to fix the exact time of the destruc- 
tion which he had planned. This 
feast is observed to the present day> 
nd by which the reality of this his 
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tory is clearly confirmed. The whole 
transaction displayed the goodness 
and faithfulness of God towards those 
who feared him^ and tended^ Under 
his controlling influence, to advance 
the interests of truth and righteous- 
ness- 

- Mrs. N. — ^We must now fake our 
leave of you. Two of our Mends 
from the country intend to visit your 
Exhibition to-morrowv I do not ima- 
gine that you will find them very ex- 
pert at discovering the allusions of 
your scenes ; but if you will have 
the goodness just to name the sub- 
ject, you will find that they are 
pretty well acquainted with the 
Bible. Good morning, Sir. 
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(The Exhiiitar furnishing the Ca*- 
mera with appropriate scenery, a gen- 
tleman enters hastily, saying,) " Your 
door-keeper, Sir,, is extremely un- 
civil ; I assure you, it was with diffi- 
culty that I could obtain permission 
to speak to you ! " 

Exhibitor. — ^Excuse me, Sir, the man 
is not to blame ; he knows that the 
day is wholly occupied by existing 
engagements : the present is the only 
time I have to prepare for my ex- 
pected visitors. 
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Oentleman. — I shall not detain you. 
Just inform me what is the nature of 
your Exhibition. Your advertisement 
is rather ambiguous ; you state that 
your scenes have engaged the atten- 
tion of the wise and good in every 
age. May I ask whom you designate 
by the ^ise and good ? Do you in- 
tend thus to honour philosophers who 
have benefited mankind by their dis-^ 
coveries'? or politicians who have 
merited the plaudits of their country 
by their patriotism "i Are your scenes 
descriptive of the works of ancient 
sculptors, painters or other artists 1 

Ex. — ^No, Sir, they are not^ The 
Exhibition consists of representations^ 
of scripture facts. 
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Ge«^— Scripture facts ! Is it pos 
sible that you mean the strange his-, 
tones and astonishing eventa which. 
are contained in what those whom you 
probably denominate the wise smd 
good, call the Bible ? You surprise 
me ; for that is one of the most fabu-* 
lous, though not one of the most en* 
tertaining books in the world ! 

JBx. — ^Had you said it was the best 
and most ; instructive book in the 
world, you would not have then said 
any thing fabulous, but fact. 

Geni. — Such puerile instruction as 
contained therein does not deserye 
the attention of the philosophic mind! 
We want no bible but the bible of 
the creation ; the principles we dis-» 

VOL. in. Q 
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cover there are eternal and of divine 
original : they are the foandation of 
all science that exists in the world, 
and must be the foundation of all 
theology. The Btruetore of the nnir 
vena, the movements of the several 
planets, the unerring order in whieh 
they revolve, the connexions and de- 
pendence on each other, tKe power, 
the wisdom, the vastness of the 
Creator-^this is what we learn from 
the creation, l^t what does the Bible 
teach? 

JE». — ^The knowledge of him who 
made them all t And whom to know 

is ETERNAL LIFE. 

Gent^-^I know that the advocates 
for their book of enigmeas delight to 
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deal in mystetieg, but what has the 
pretended knowledge of Him, whom 
they style itis author, done for man 1 

i^. --^ Pretended knowledge has 
4>nly inflated nten with pride, but ex- 
perimeiital knowledge has produced 
the inost Mlntary effects. 

Om/. -^Experimental! This is 
iinother favourite epithet with^oi^ ilr 
hitnin^esyhvLt why apply it to theology 1 

Ex. — ^You allow the application of 
the term to arts, to science, to phi- 
losophy, — why should not it then be 
used in refek*ence to religion and sub- 
jects of a. spiritual nature ? 

Gent. — ^Because those who modest- 
ly think themselves particularly /a- 
vouredj pretend to be conversant with 
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mysteries beyond the discovery of the 
human mind. • 

Ex. — If by observing the directions 
^iven in the Bible, believers obtain 
that peculiar knowledge which those 
who reject the sacred volume cannot 
discover, ought they not to apply ix> 
the Author of the Bible to remove 
their ignorance, especially as be has 
given the utmost encouragement for 
them to do so 1 

Gc»/.— Before I acknowledge my 
ignorance, or make my humble sup- 
plication to your nobody-knows-who ! 
will you have the goodness to inform 
tne what this inexplicable secret, this 
vironderful knowledge has done for 
man? 
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J5r.r-The kno>¥l6d^ of him whom 
you irreverently term nobody-know6- 
ivho ! ; haS: dijp^iiified the human cha- 
racter, and raised him above every 
.<>thef Qlr4er of the human race. 

Qeta.—l suppose this display of 
yotur oratorical powers is merely to 
evade my question; but. Sir, I ask 
Bgnn^ what has either the Bible or 
this wouder&d experience^ this super-- 
bum|ui instructiiHi, done for man ? 
. Es^.^'-'lt has taught him the way of 
aCiCeptancd with God in this world, 
a^d how to obtain eternal felicity in 
the world to come. Faith in the glo- 
rious Saviour, whom the Bible reveals, 
^has supported believers under all the 
;^vicissitude8 of life, and removed the 

Q3 
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fear of dissolution* Martyrs have 
defied the rage of persecutors, and 
"triumphed over death in its most 
hideous forms* / : 

Gent. — ^If this were true, it would 
only prove the power of fanatical de- 
lusion. Have not the Mahomedans 
and Hindoos suffered the most cruel 
torments in consequence of attach- 
ment to their respective creeds? Is 
it not therefore evident that the 
Koran, the Shaster and the Bible^ are 
entitled to equal credit, inasmuch as 
they produce in their respective vo- 
taries similar effects ? 

Ha^. — Certainly not. Their notions 
have not produced the same effects 
in their Ji/e, nor has their endurance 
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of suflTering proceeded from the same 
cause as that of the per8e.cuted 
christian. The opinions (for I will 
l)ot term it fs^ith) of the Mahomedan, 
Ifindoo or Infidel, has never produced 
a liohf life ; and although they may 
haye suffered in consequence of their 
enthusiasm, it has been in the hope 
of the full enjoyment of those pas- 
sions which they have gratified to 
the utmost of their power in this 
vrorld, or in the expectation of sink- 
ing into an eternal sleep whenever 
they leave it. Not so the christian ! 
Holiness is his delight while here, 
and, depending on the promises of an 
HOLY GOD, he lives and dies fully as^ 
sured of eternal felicity hereafter^ 
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Gei|^;t^H©ieever you eodeavour to 
knake a distiiictioii, vrhere there i» no 
differeiice^ Ipve thciy .not, and havei I 
Bo^ as mu0h feasor to believe, the 
Kor^n> Of the Sha&fter, as you have te 
place your dependance oq that book 
which you «o highly yeaerate. 

jEr.r^For a variety of reasons I 
reply HI the illative; bat one shall 
suffice. Neither the Koran or Shaster 
contain any prediction that has ever 
been fulfilled; the Holy Scriptures 
contain nothing that has ever been 
falsified* Although there is an asr 
toni^hing chain of prophecy in the 
sacred writings^ which have been 
fulfilled in different ages, I will only 
direct your attention to that of Jesus 
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Christy in which, when speaking to 
his disciples concerning the buildings 
of the temple, he said unto them, 
^* See ye not all these things 1 Verily 
I say unto you, There shall not be 
left here one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down/V The 
Emperor Julian, to eyidence to the 
World that Jesus Christ was a false 
prophet, who had so expressly fore^ 
told the final dissolution of the Jewish 
church and state, ' commanded the 
Jews to repair the temple, and 
worship God according to the rites 
of their religion. But the event jus- 
tified his prediction ; for when the 
builders had cleared the ground, a 
sudden , storm arose, that carried 
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avray Vast heapti of rubbish, \^ith a 
great quantity of lime and sand pre* 
pared for the work. This was followed 
by a dreadful earthquake^ which 
cast .upi stonea from the £oundatioii» 
and overturned som adjoining houses. 
Several o persons were killed, > aod 
others drawn out with broken legft 
and arms, almost bruised to death. 
When they attempted again |to builds 
a fire rushed out upon them» that de- 
stroyed many and BCt>rQhed the rest. 

Gc^.r— I know not by whom thtf^ 
tale was invented, but I wppMe by 
«ome of the ^^eonjuring^ dreaniing^ 
strolling^ lying, Bible pro{>he|to ! " 
However, I admire your ingenuity in 
converting the story into a pro^f <^ 
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the veracity and second mght of the 
founder of }rour sect. 

JSS^p.r-rrThe cit^uorttawe vrhich I 
ha^e related is a fact well authepr 
ticated by Christian^ . Heathen and 
•f^wish historians ; * whp have .also. 

■ s ■ ■■■■ ■ ■ . ■ H I...... ■ , ■ i 1,1 .,, ,1 ^ * _ 

* A late celebrated traveller has thus written, 
relative to the remains of the foundations of the 
Tetnpto of Sol9«ioQ t ''After fluly considering' 
what has been written upon the subject^ parti- 
cularly by Chrtfsostom, there seems every reason 
for believing, th^ in tht foundaiionM here men* 
tiooed, we have a aTAin>iNO, ^kmoujal ofe^' 
Julian's discomfiture, when he attempted to 
rebuild the Temple, And Chrysosiom, alluding 
to the fact as notorious^ and attested by living 
witnesses, says, ''yea, they may view thk 

f'OUNDATIONS LYINO STILL BARB AND KAKED ; 
ANP ir TOU ASK TBB B«ASON» TOU WILL MBET 
WITH NO OTHER ACCOUN.T l^RSIDBS THAT WHICH 

I HAVE GIVEN. — Dr. E. D.Clarke's 8vo. Edition 
of his Travels, vol. 4, p. 38€. 
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asserted, that this intervention of 
divine providence by no means re-* 
moved the enmity of Julian's heart ; 
for when he , left Antioch to proceed 
against the Persians, and came within 
sight of their army, venturing too 
far without his armour he was on 
a sudden struck with a horseman's 
lance, and finding himself mortally 
wounded, Julian took a handful of 
his blood, and throwing it up into 
the air, cried, Thxm hast overcome^ 
O Galilean ! Thus one of the most 
inveterate enemies of Jesus Christ, 
by his attempt to falsify, confirmed 
the truth of the Saviour's prediction ; 
and, in his death, acknowledged 
himself overcome by him whom he 
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contemptuously termed " the Gali- 
lean." 

Ge?it.—Hoyf extremely desirous 
you must be to vindicate him whom 
I consider an impostor, thus to intro^ 
ducea casualty in war, and a sen- 
tence which, if true, could only be 
considered as an expression of sudden 
alarm, to raise the character of the 
hero of those books which are full of 
impositions, forgeries and lies; to 
which no man of enlightened mind 
now gives any credence. 

E;r. — Sir, I am a Christian. On 
Him whom you venture to term ain 
impostor, I solely depend for my 
eternal salvation. And that boojc, 
vyhich it has pleased God to give to 

VOL. III. R 
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man for his instruction, I do not 
choose to hear blasphemed! But I 
would advise you to consider the 
awful consequences to which you 
expose yourself, by rejecting thus 
the counsel of God against your eoul. 

Gent. — ^What! do you think to 
frighten me out of my sentiments, 
^founded on re^^son and philosophy ? 

£r,— No, Sir ; that is neither my 
intention nor expectation ; I only 
warn you of your danger. Permit 
me to remind you of the dying scenes 
of those whose notions you espouse. 
Doubtless you have heard of Mr. 
HoBBES, who,like yourself, would some- 
times speak very unbecoming things 
of God and his Word. Yet, when 
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alone, he was haunted with torment- 
ing reflections, and would awake in 
great terror, if his candle happened 
only to go out in the night. And, 
notwithstanding all his high preten- 
sions to learning and philosophy, his 
uneasiness constrained him to confess, 
when he came near to the grave, that 
^' he was about to take a leap in the 
dark/' With Voltaire's writings, I 
imagine, you are well acquainted: 
during a long life he was continually 
treating the holy Scriptures with 
contempt, and endeavouring to spread 
the poison of infidelity through the 
nations. Forget not the manner of 
his death ; it was an awful scene ! 
Recollect, Sir, what he said to th6 
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doctor who attended liim on that 
occasion. " Doctor^ I will give you 
half of what I am worth, if you will 
give me six months life." He was 
informed^ " that he could not live six 
weeks." Never let his reply be erased 
from your memory : " Then I shall go 
to hell " — and soon after expired. I 
tl^ink you cannot have forgotten, that 
Faipe, in his dying hour, lost all his 
hardihood, and declared that ^^ If 
ever the devil had an agent upon the 
earth he was one." 

Gent. — Sir, I am not to be thus iur 
suited. You imagine! You think! 
Who authorized you to imagine, or 
to think for me ? Am I to believe the 
falsehoods which whining fanatics 
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have heaped on the memory of those 
enlightened men, who have detected 
the forgeries of their fable book ! 

lA bell rings. 

Ea^. — Sir, I must request you to 
retire ; the bell informs me, that the 
company which I expected now waits 
admission. 

Gent. — I have already indulged you 
too long with my company ; and with 
fanatical politeness you have liberally 
rewarded my condescension. 



R3 
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Mr. and Mrs. Maple^ and the 
Exhibitor. 

' Mr. Maple. — Good morning, Sir. 
We are old folks to be sent to school, 
but our excellent friend Mrs; Neville 
having informed us that you attend 
to the aged as well as the young, we 
should like to see some of your pic- 
tures ; are they in that case, Sirl 

Ex. — ^That is the Camera, Sir, and 
I shall be obliged by Mrs. Maple 
and yourself looking through those 
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glasses, and informing me to what 
the scene alludes. 

Mrs. M. — O dear, Sir, we know 
but very little about pictures: it is 
true^ we have sometimes amused our- 
selves and our children with the 
prints in good oldBunyan ; the lions, 
the hill DiflSculty, giant Despair's 
castle, and the rest of them. And 
while my husband has read the book, 
we have looked at the prints, and thus 
we have been both amused and in- 
structed at the same time. 

Ex.-^! hope something of that kind 
will be the case at present. 

Mrs. M.—B\it then. Sir, you must 
be spokesman.. Our worthy landlord 
Mr. Neville told us that you would. 
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Ex. — I shall readily aisist you, but 
look into the Camera and favour me 
with your opinion, 

Mr. M. — Come, wife, let us try. — 
What a picture ! it seems as large as 
our eleven acres. Oxen ploughing — 
asses feeding — robbers attacking the 
men — one of them takes to his heels and 
runs away ! — ^What is all this about 1 

JEr. — Notice, the progress of the 
scene. Sir, and we will attend to the 
explanation aftei*wards. 

Mrs. M. — O dear, it lightens ! and 
some of the sheep fall as if they were 
struck with it ! 

Mr. M, — ^Look at the shepherds, 
see how they run away ! The picture 
is gone too ! 
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, Mrs. il/.^-Here is another^ how- 
ever, larger than the former, but I do 
not understand it. 

. Mr. M^ — Perhaps we may pre- 
sently : here is a good homestead ; a 
fine country. Bands of troops rush 
on the cattle — ^how they stretch out 
their long legs and flee with vast 
rapidity ! I never before saw such ; 
what do you call them'? 

Er. — Camels. 

Mrs. M. — Are they camels ! Then 
I think I shall find out your picture 
presently! 

Mr.M. — Observe, Mary, how the 
trees bend alnlost to the ground, as if 
by the violence of the wind; the 
house totters — down it falls ! 
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Mrs. M. — Look at the matt crawl- 
ing out of the ruins ! How frightened 
he looks ! Well, Sir, I did not think 
that I should have known any of your 
pictures, but this, however, is plain 
enough ! 

Mr. M.- — So I see it id now, but 
how did you find it out ? 

Mrs.M. — ^The camels told me about 
it, and brought Job's afflictions to my 
recollection : but, Sirj I cannot think 
how you make all the things move 
about as they do, that is quite sur- 
prising ! 

Ex. — And if taken in connexion 
with the history, I hope instructive 
too. 

Mrs. M. — Certainly. Q that book 
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of Job does contain so much experi- 
ence, and so much instruction, that I 
love it from my heart, I used to read 
it with great interest when I lost two 
of my dear children with the measles 
and hooping cough. O it was a try- 
ing time — one of them died— in about 
a fortnight another fell — ^then my dear 
Jacob, p what he did suffer ! I never 
shall forget it ; I thought all were go- 
ing, while I was in that furnace Job 
was very precious to me, and so he 
has been ever since. Have you any 
more pictures about him. Sir 1 

Ex. — Yes, Madam, there is another 
now in the Camera. 

Mrs. J/.— Then I will look at it- 
husband, you fiad this out. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



192 JOB AND HIS VISITORS. 

^ Mr. M. — I'll try to do so. O here 
they sit, Job and his three visitors ; 
what a figure you have made of poor 
Job ! all over boils, sitting upon ashes 
and surrounded by his proud, taunt* 
ing and miserable comforters. 

J?xj-^Let a man pass from affluence 
to penury, though he be fainting un- 
der afflictive dispensations, yet he 
will generally meet with unkind re- 
proaches; even those who have pre- . 
tended to think themselves honoured 
by his former friendship, will not un- 
frequently charge him either wjth 
want of prudence or actual extrava- 
gance. 

Mrs. ilf.^-Exactly so. Sir, we know 
it by experience ; it is true, Sir, we 
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were never rich, but, however, we 
could make both ends meet. My 
husband with the land, and I with the 
dairy and poultry, did, by the blesg- 
kig of providence, do more than that 
sonietimes, and were able to assist a 
poor neighbour now and then; and 
when we either killed a pig, or had a 
little paltry to spare, our beloved 
minister was not forgotten. But when 
misfortunes came upon us some years 
ago, the cold-hearted professors who 
used willingly enough to feast .with 
us on the anniversaries of the opening 
of our bam for public worship, blamed 
my dear husband for (what they 
termed) his imprudence in doing so; 
though I assure you, Sir, at that time 

VOL. III. s 
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we Could very well afford the small 
expense which we were at on such 
occasions ; and I have no douht en- 
joyed more real pleasure in intro- 
ducing the blessed Gospel into our 
village, than they did in scraping to- 
gether all the money they could, and 
refusing to contribute to any benevo- 
lent institution ; however, be that as 
it may, I know they used him very 
unkindly. 

Mr. M— Do not talk ajiout it, 
Mary, but let us attend to this gen- 
Hleman. What is the subject of your 
next picture. Sir 1 

Ex. — Perhaps a single glance at it 
will inform you : does it not 1 

Mr. M.^l think it does. Here a 
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young man is speaking to Job^ and I 
conclude it represents Elihu. 

Ex. — It does, Sir ; do you approve^ 
the sermon which he preached ? 

Mr. M. — Indeed I do. He neither 
flattered Job, nor charged him un- 
justly ; but told him of the imperfec- 
tions of his righteousness — the pride 
of his heart, and his exposure on ac- 
count thereof to the divine displeasure. 

Ex. — It was certainly an excellent 
sermon; but it was the application 
thereof by a superior power that pro- 
duced the humiliating acknowledg- 
ment, " Behold, I am vile," which was 
soon followed by the expressed ap- 
proval of the Almighty, iand the sub- 
sequent prosperity of 36h. 
S 2 
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* Mrs. M. — And then, Sir, his rela- 
tives and friends could flock around 
him, not to upbraid, not empty- 
handed, but with presents and con- 
gratulations ; pretty clearly proving 
that the smiles of Providence remove 
the human frown. 

JEk. — ^Another scene is prepared. 
J wait your observifttions. 

Mrs. M— Surely, Sir, this is not 
about Job, is it "i 

Mr. M.^ — ^My dear, you need not ask 
that; you know, that after what we no- 
ticed in the last picture^ Job lived a 
gbod many years and then died; so 
that this must be about something else. 

Mrs. M. — Is it from the Psalms, 
Sirl I should like to find it out 
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Ex. — ^It is not. Madam. You must 
look a little further, and then probably 
you will discover the allusion. 

Mrs. M. — ^Then I suppose it is 
from the Proverbs : now let me see. 
The fore part of the picture seems 
very lightsome — crowds of people, 
all gay and cheerful ; but the further 
part of it is very cloudy, as if a storm 
were coming on ; and near to the 
gates of the city stands an aged and 
most respectable looking woman, 
apparently warning the people of 
danger. 

Mr. M. — Let us be silent, Mary ; 
perhaps we may hear what she says 
— Hearken, she speaks ! " How long, 
ye simple ones, will you love sirapli- 

S3 
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city'? and the scbrners delight in 
their scornrng, and fools hate know- 
ledge'? Turn you at my reproof.'* 
Well, this is surprising! the figure 
could not speak, that is certain. How 
IS this done, Sir ? 

-Ey. — My attendant behind the 
scenes sometimes imitate^ the human 
voice, to render the scene more inte- 
resting, or to assist in discoYerinjg its 
allusion. 

Mrs. M. — I can witness he has 
done that this time, however ; I knew 
the figure now, and the subject too. 
It is Wisdom warning people erf dan- 
ger, and exhorting them to turn from 

folly. 
JWV- il/.— And, Mary, you might 
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have added, encouraging them by 
precious promises to do so. 

Mrs. Maple {looking into the Ca- 
mera) says, Here is now a very 
different picture ! A youth loitering 
along the street. He is met by a 
woman dressed very finely, but she 
has a most impudent face — what a 
hussey! >» 

Mrs. M. — Hussey indeed ! this pic- 
ture is also out of the Proverbs, and 
that wanton. who has been embracing 
the unwary youth, puts me in mind 
•of what the wise man says, ^* Her 
house is the way to hell, going down 
to the chambers of death. He that 
is deceived by her fair speech goeth 
after her straightway, as an ox goeth 
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to the slaughter, or as a fool to the cor- 
rection of the stocks : till a dart strike 
through his liver, as a bird hasteth 
to the snare, and knoweth not that it 
is for his life." This was just the 
case with a young man from our town ; 
he came up to this city with a little 
property — was inveigled by one of 
these wantons — committed a robbery 
to s^upport her in her extravagance — 
was taken up^ tried, cast, condemned, 
and was executed in the country for 
his offence ; and thus found that the 
snare into which he had fallen was 
for his life. 

Ex. — ^You find, Sir, that my scenes 
are not so difficult as you expected : 
there is now another, from the same 
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book, which I imagme you will readily 
understand. 

Mr.M. — ^Having told me the book 
from which it is taken, perhaps I may, 
(looking into the Camera ;) I think I 
know it, for I have often had the 
Scripture which I suppose it alludes 
to, brought to my mind as I have 
passed some land belonging to one of 
my neighbours, between which and 
your picture there appears a striking 
49imilarity. For here is a large field, 
an extensive orchard, or something of 
that kind, covered with thorns, weeds 
and nettles, ^nd the fences in a ruin- 
ous state. This is just the case with 
some land that joins^ my farm ; for the 
occupier neither repairs the hedges 
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nor weeds the land : hence his cattle 
get inlo my corn without any diffi- 
culty, and the wind blows the seed of 
the thistles over abundantly into it, 
which greatly annoys both myself 
and others whose land lies contiguous 
to his. Thus his negligence puts us 
to a considerable expense, and his 
slothfujiness hasi brought him to abject 
poverty. 

Ex, — I am happy however to find, 
that your temporal concerns bring the 
Scriptures to your recollection. 

Mr. M.— Not always, Sir. Some- 
times I am as stupid as an ox. But 
when in a good frame, then land, 
barn, stable, market, all afibrd me 
instruction. The rapid growth of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE FIELD OF THE SLUGGARD. 203 

vreeds teaches me watchfulness ; my 
threshers bring to my mind the future 
separation of the evil and the good ; 
my horse teaches me gratitude; in 
the market, seeing all eager to obtain 
gain, (and perhaps none more so than 
myself) causes me to consider, that 
on the christian market-day, I ought 
to be anxious to obtain spiritual good. 

Mrs.M. — My dear husband, the 
gentleman does not want to hear your 
experience : let him show us another 
picture^ and we will try to get some 
instruction from that. 

Ex. — ^Excuse me. Madam; I assure 
you I am highly gratified to find that 
when Mr. Maple has not the Bible in 
his hands he has the Scriptures on 
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his mind : this is as it should be ; fpr 
it is written, ^' Thou shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way; and 
when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up." And it is certain, that 
those who pay the greatest attention 
to them will derive the greatest be- • 
nefit from th^m. Now, Madam, will 
you favour me with your observations 
on this scene; I am persuaded that 
Mr. Maple will acknowledge it con- 
tains a representation of what he is 
most intimately acquainted with. 

Mr. M. — ^You excite my curiosity. 
Sir ; I inust examine it also. Why 
here is jaeither fields, orchards, bams, 
stables, piggeries, sheep nor cattle ! 
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: Ex. — ^But what does the scene j-e- 
pi!esent, Sir ? 

Mr..M. — I hardly know. It is 
chiefly composed of women ; some 
spinning, some carding wool, others 
weaving tapestry, a good many mak- 
ing linen dresses and beautiful girdles ; 
all are fully engaged: really, Sir, 
I cannot imagine why you suppose 
that I am acquainted with this busy 
scene. 

JS^.-^Look attentively again ; per- 
haps one among the industrious com- 
pany will attract your attention and 
afford you information. 

Mr. M.—rDo you mean the. one that 
is passing through the throng, ob- 
serving their respective operations,; 

VOL. III. T 
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and at the same time directing her 
steps towards some poor people who 
seem waiting to receive her bene- 
volence ? Her countenance is pleas- 
ing, her engagements evidence great 
industry, and her conduct, I niust 
suppose, deserves the closest imita- 
tion ; but I do not know whom she is 
intended to represent, 

Ex'. — But what character do you 
think she sustains ? 

Mr. M. — ^A good wife, to he sure» 
Sir I With that character I am indeed 
intimately acquainted. Mary, I was 
very stupid about this picture, but 
you will forgive me. 

Mrs. M. — ^You mean to praise, not 
to offend your wife, so you need no 
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forgiveness, I think I must reward 
you by making you a dress, that you 
may be known as n good and indul- 
gent husband when you sit among the 
elders. 

Ex. — ^Very well ; very well : this, 
acknowledgment of affection and 
mutual exchange of good wishes, 
although something antiquated, is 
very pleasing ; and I most sincerely 
hope such conduct may come again 
into vogue. Oblige me with your 
attention to, and, if you please, your 
remarks on, the following scenes. 

Mr. M— This is the grandest pic- 
ture you have yet showed us ; such 
buildings I have never before seen ! 

Mrs. M. — Observe the elegant 

T 2 
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coaches, filled with fine folks, lolling 
at their ease, and men in gaudy li- 
veries running before them. I sup- 
pose there is a feast at the house with 
a golden front, for to that many of 
them are hastening. 

Mr.M. — It is true the houses are 
very fine, and so are the gentry ; but 
the orchards, beautiful gardens, fine 
wooded country, and herds of well 
fed cattle, engage my attention. 

Mrs. M. — ^But see how the people 
crowd this way, some singing, others 
dancing; I suppose this resembles 
some of the routs which we have 
heard of, or perhaps the vanity fair 
of modern times. Sir, you have 
changed the picture ! what a differei^t 
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one you have now presented — what 
does this mean 1 

Ex. — It is to point out the nature 
of earthly enjoyments. 

Mrs. M. — ^Then I guess where you 
are — ^vanity of vanities, all is vanity ; 
is it not, Sir ? 

JB4?.-^Something like it, Madam. 

Mr. M. — It is the very thing. Sir. 
You have hit upon it, Mary; for 
instead of what we were look- 
ing at just now, here are houses 
in ruins, broken carriages, withered 
trees, and not one of the gay com-^ 
pany is now to be seen ; and this 
sudden change from gay to grave 
brings to my recollection that world- 
ly pleasures are not only transient, 

T 3 
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but are all- vanity and vexation of 
spirit. 

-Er. — ^True, Sir. Now again oblige 
me with your observations. 

Mrs. M. — ^This is not in the least 
like the picture which you have jiist 
taken away. Here is a lady with a 
lovely boy upon her lap, his face in 
her bosom, and his hands together as 
if he were saying his prayers. Is this 
from Scripture, Sir ? 

Ex. — Not immediately ; but it is a 
scene from nature, introduced not 
with the design to asfcribe vanity to 
domestic enjoyment, or the earliest 
parental instruction ; for the former 
can scarcely be too highly appre- 
ciated, to the latter tod sedulous 
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attention never has nor ever can be 
paid. But it is intended as a hint to 
my visitors to endeavour to hold their 
highest lawful enjoyments, and even 
the present life, with all its important 
connexions, with a loose hand, and to 
place their supreme affection upon 
that eternal state, where grief is not 
known, and where bliss is coeval with 
spiritual existence. At the same time 
to introduce to their notice (and re- 
spectfully to their imitation) the 
practice of the late accomplished 
and pious wife of a minister, who thus 
writes concerning her attention to- 
wards their beloved son. "From the 
age of five, his mother was wont, on 
the Sabbath evening, to take him 
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alone upon her knee^ to cause him to 
repeat what h^ could remember of 
the sermons which he had heard, 
and to pray over what he had recol- 
lected,"* 

Mrs.M. — ^From the attitude of the 
child I supposed he was saying his 
prayers, but I had no thought about 
the dear little fellow repeating ser- 
mons! 

Ex. — ^He was not taught merely to 
say his prayers, but his mother would 
take him upon her knee, and say, 
" Now, my dear, think how good God 
has been to you to-day, in continuing 
to you your dear papa, and me and 

aunt and other friends ; in giving you 

■■ . . ' . ' • ' ■■ -^ ' -* ' 

* Rev. T. Dunint's Memoirs of an only Son. 
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health, opportunity for learning, "&c. 
Think of what has been amiss with 
you. Consider what you need— his 
protection, his favour, his mercy." 
"This would at times lead to a long 
conversation. At length he would 
kneel upon her lap, with his face in 
her bosom, and offer up his prayers.'* 

Mr. il/.— What an excellent mother ! 
surely her husband must have adored 
her. 

JEr.— The exemplary conduct of 
this invaluable parent demanded 
MORE than ordinary affection, and 
from him, who duly appreciated her 
worth, no doubt she received it. Con- 
cerning such seasons he thus ex- 
presses himself, "Often have I en- 
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tered their room, at the close of these 
:"; e^etoises; with rapture exnbra^/ed them 
both, and enjoyed, in our ardent, holy, 
^ jnutual affection, all but heaven." 

Mrs. M. — I anv not surprised at 
that, Sir; but I am very much obliged 
to you for this account, and at my 
return home will relate it; to pay 
neighbours. 

Ex. — ^Do so, Madam ; I hope many 
of them will be induced to follow the 
example of those wise, truly affec- 
tionate and pious parents. I must 
now request your opinion of another 
scene which waits your remarks. 

Mr.M. — We have again an inside 
view. The room is surrounded with 
books ; I think it is a minister s study : 
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there he sits, very thoughtful — shuts 
the book — rises — ^walks up and down 
the room — ^looks at his watch — a ser- 
vant enters with a letter in her hand — 
he steps forward and receives it. 

Mrs.M. — ^He opens it instantly — ap- 
ptarsgreatly alarmed. He— O, Sir, you 
should not have removed the picture ! 

Ex.^^-I have only done that to in- 
troduce another, to carry on the sub- 
ject ; for shortly after receiving the 
letter you have just seen representedr^-^ 
the greatly distressed sufferer proceed- * 
ed on a journey in the unutterable 
agonies of suspense, in the course of 
which he met the more dreadful con- 
firmation of his apprehensions. You 
may now glance at his retirement. 
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Mr.M. — ^He has certainly received 
the letter which contained the melan- 
choly information-; it lies open upon 
the table by which he sits. I can 
perceive the black seal. He appears 
agitated — rises suddenly — ^takes the 
letter up again — ^how his hands trem- 
ble! He falls upon his knees— how 
earnestly he prays! I wish you 
would permit your attendant to. let 
us hear the very words he uttered. 

Ex. — ^His assistance would be vain. 
No language could express a parent's 
feelings on receiving the agonizing in- 
formation of the death of an only son.. 

END OF VOL. III;. 

£, Menilty, Bolt CquI, Flttt Street, 
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